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New o Literary Fiction

band which becomes very popular with the locals, and Amanda Svensson’s new novel is a story about love and
which may potentially bring them fame. When theneed ~ ownership, loyalty and betrayal. About the lengths you

for money becomes urgent, Iris’ newfound security sud-  will go to save what you love. About the impossibility to

denly turns precarious. reach another human being, and the impossibility to not
A'M AND A even try.

ORIGINALTITLE SENIOR EDITOR RIGHTS SOLD

Amanda Svensson is an author, a cultural
journalist and a translator. She made her
debut in 2008, and her novels have been
shortlisted for and awarded numerous
prestigious prizes. A System so Magni-
ficent it is Blinding (2019), Svensson’s
latest novel, was awarded the Per Olov
Enquist Literary Prize and Svenska
Dagbladet’s Literature Prize. It was also
shortlisted for Tidningen Vi’s Literature
Prize and longlisted for the International
Man Booker Prize.

The Telegraph of the Soul is her fifth

novel.

The Telegraph of the Soul

Amanda Svensson

Somerset, England, 1992. Thirteen-year-old Iris and
her mother live in a house with a small apple orchard,
a house which they may or may not own. They lead a
solitary life away from family and close friends, with
only their neighbour, stonemason Hugo, as a potential
confidante. In addition, Iris is homeschooled by her
mother, who reads tarot cards for a living.

John Major is prime minister and British society is
weighed down by recession, unemployment, and riots.
In Iris’ world, the threats appear more indistinct. She is

not sure which version of her mother’s whimsical stories
to believe — stories involving the past, as well as the
identity of Iris’ father. When a mysterious man appears
on the street outside their house, asking Iris perturbing
questions, things start to unravel.

Glasgow, Scotland, 1998. Iris is nineteen and living a
bohemian lifestyle: sharing a flat with friends, working
in Debenhams, playing her cello, and going to parties
with art students. At a New Year’s Eve bash, she meets
the ambitious musician Rupert. Together they form a

continues >>
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A System so Magnificent
it is Blinding (2019)

In October 1989 a set of triplets — Sebastian, Clara and Matilda — are

born at the hospital in Lund under dramatic circumstances. The same
night another child is born in the same maternity ward, a girl with remar-
kably blue eyes. More than two decades later the triplets receive distres-
sing news from their mother that their father, her ex-husband, has gone
missing and that he has left behind a twenty-five year old secret that will
soon alter everything they ever knew, in particular for one of them.

Amanda Svensson’s fourth book is a quirky and maze-like novel about
small, seemingly insignificant details that may just be pieces of a bigger
picture. But more than anything it is a story about family, misunder-
standings, shortcomings and forgiveness. A System so Magnificent it is
Blinding is a literary tour de force about the human mind and the human
soul.

Awarded the Per Olov Enquist Literary Prize 2019 and Svenska Dagbla-
det’s Literature Prize 2019, and longlisted for the International Booker
Prize 2023.
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Ett system sa magnifike att det blindar Hékan Bravinger

PUBLICATION AGENT

2019 Linda Altrov Berg

PAGES AVAILABLE MATERIAL

544 Swedish MS, full English MS & synopsis

RIGHTS SOLD

Modtryk, Denmark « Actes Sud, France

« btb, Germany « Gutenberg, Greece
Wereldbibliotheek, NL « Gyldendal,
Norway « Pauza, Poland « Blum, Serbia «
Pivec, Slovenia » Epsilon, Turkey » Scribe,
UK (World English, cover above)

FILM RIGHTS
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All min
Karlek

Agnes
Lidbeck

Agnes Lidbeck made her sensational
breakthrough with the literary triptych
Supporting Act (2017), The Rift (2018)
and Ata Loss (2019), and the bestselling
poetry collection From (2018, Eller-
stroms), securing her a position as one of
the most prominent voices in contempo-
rary Swedish literature.

All My Love is her fifth novel.

Photo: Kajsa Géransson

All My Love
Agnes Lidbeck

Petra and Johannes are The Perfect Couple. Made for
each other. The lawyer, the doctor; well-mannered and
beautiful. Even so, it's complicated... Because there are
others in the picture as well. Less perfect. But more
exciting, perhaps?

Julia and Axel are each other’s opposites. Ish. Or rather,
just too much alike. Yet they are drawn to each other,
painfully and inescapably. While their differences beco-
me more obvious (Axel on the deep state career track,
Julia passionately in opposition to every damn thing),
society changes and its basic tenants are thrown out of
whack. Love turns from sex, to weaponized power.

Juxtaposed against the upscale background of the well-
to-do, chic and contemporary Europe, All My Love is
the story of social transformations carrying four lovers
with them, irrevocably.

With a story that will appease any fans of Lionel Shri-
ver’s The Mandibles or Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me
Go, Agnes Lidbeck has succeeded in creating an enti-
cing relationship thriller with an acute message about
the hazards of the political road ahead, executed in the
brilliantly precise prose that has become her trademark.

ORIGINALTITLE SENIOR EDITOR RIGHTS SOLD
All min kirlek Hakan Bravinger Pauza, Poland
PUBLICATION AGENT OPTION PUBLISHERS

September 2023 Catherine Mork Gutkind, Denmark « Cappelen Damm,
Norway « Treci trg, Serbia
PAGES AVAILABLE MATERIAL
243 Swedish MS, English sample & synopsis FILM RIGHTS
(in September) Available

»Agnes Lidbeck’s cold, precise prose scrutinizes the fulfillment
of the demands and rituals of love. «
Svenska Dagbladet

Nicky’s Book (2021)

Three young families, their backgrounds vastly different. Some of them A G N E »c

pretty and poised. Others fiercely ambitious and unable to hide their -
fangs. A woman shouting mad and ready to wreak havoc. Another, quiet- L I D B
ly ready to do... whatever needs to be done. And that’s not even mentio-
ning the money. The hush-hush of having and not having. Still, they are
bound together, a bond that grows into love, a love rooted in that first
disaster.

Agnes Lidbeck follows up on her previous successes with an epic literary
novel set in a coastal fishing village, postcard pretty and scented with the
salt of sea, portraid over a period of 40 years. Her exquisite prose, along
with her razor-sharp eye for interpersonal relationships and the condi-
tions that shape them, make Nikky’s Book a true must-read.

“It is a magnificent work that Agnes Lidbeck has achieved with Nikky’s
Book. The size is certainly impressive, but the accomplishment even :
more so.” Svenska Dagbladet T

“Friendship and parenthood, class, gentrification of the countryside,
mental illness, the power of money, the secrets that we keep from each
other and from ourselves. And love — the inevitable and the impossible,
the delightful and the agonizing, the generous and the selfish. /... / Clever
and compassionate, bombastic and entertaining — Nikky’s Book is all of
this and more. I have read it and I'm happy about the power of literature.”

Sydsvenskan

ORIGINALTITLE SENIOR EDITOR RIGHTS SOLD

Nikes bok Héakan Bravinger Gutkind, Denmark « Cappelen Damm,
Norway

PUBLICATION AGENT

2021 Catherine Mork FILM RIGHTS
Available

PAGES AVAILABLE MATERIAL

737 Swedish MS, English sample, extensive

synopsis
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Foto: Goran Segeholm

Agneta Pleijel is one of Sweden’s most
cherished authors. Since her debut in
1970, she has been active both as a nove-
list, poet and playwright. Pleijel’s books
have been translated into a number of
languages and she has been awarded
several prestigious literary prizes, among
them the Swedish Academy’s Nordic Pri-
ze and Selma Lagerlof’s Literature Prize.

Her most recent novel, Double Portrait,
about the unexpected friendship between
Agatha Christie and Oscar Kokoschka,
was published in 2020.

Snails and Snow
Agneta Pleijel

In the midst of the politically charged 1970s, the first
woman is appointed Editor-in-Chief for the culture
pages at a prominent Swedish daily newspaper. At
Aftonbladet’s newsroom in the old Klara quarters, the
smoke lingers dense, and the pub crawls run into the
early hours of the morning, while she must hurry home
to the house in the suburb. Her marriage is strained,
and taking care of both work, husband and child is a
difficult balancing act. She ventures out to explore her
own self, as well as men and sexuality. And at last she
finds great, true love, and passion. Something far more
complicated than expected.

Snails and Snow, the third novel in Agneta Pleijel’s
auto-fictive trilogy — unravels the threads memory’s
deception and the unrelenting yearning to write. In

A Fortune Foretold, Pleijel sought out the girl that

was once her, during her childhood in Stockholm and
Lund. In The Scent of a Man, she followed her through
student life in Gothenburg. Snails and Snow reveals the
metamorphosis from professional beginnings to the
authorship we see today. Agneta Pleijel follows the trail
of the snail through life as a daughter, mother, working
woman and lover. It is a congenial exploration of the
power that lies in writing, love — and reminiscence.

ORIGINALTITLE SENIOR EDITOR

Sniglar och sné Lisa Lindberg
PUBLICATION AGENT

October 2023 Linda Altrov Berg

PAGES AVAILABLE MATERIAL
359 Swedish MS, English sample

RIGHTS SOLD
Karakter, Poland

OPTION PUBLISHERS

Havran, Czech Republic « Batzer & Co,
Denmark « Varrak, Estonia « Polar, Hung-
ary » Oevers, the Netherlands « Gorodets,
Russia « Blum, Serbia « Epsilon, Turkey

FILM RIGHTS
Available

The Scent of a Man (2017)

“It is not possible to write better than this /.../ an absolutely fantastic
book.” Swedish Television, 5/5

“This is an attractive narrative, full of penetrating and painful friction,
/...] Tt is like following a courageous voyage of discovery that finally opens
out the entire map, revealing hitherto unknown lands. It is impossible
not to be spellbound.” Dagens Nyheter

“Reading this book is all-consuming, almost harrowing, perhaps because
the young woman’s hopes and expectations are so universal. The style is
dramatically intensified and emotionally charged, yet at the same time it
is clear and analytical.” Aftonbladet

SR Awarded the
~ Swedish Academy’s

Nordic Prize
2018

A Fortune Fortold (2015)

“Agneta Pleijel’s marvelously lustrous autobiography is one of those that
will set the tone for others.” Expressen

“A classic coming-of-age-story, in short, but also captivating in an
unconventional way. The language of Agneta Pleijel is carnal and me-
lancholic /.../ Pleijel has created a vibrant portrait of a family rooted in

a specific zeitgeist, but at the same time living in a historical period of
progress. Like many children of the fifties, Agneta Pleijel decides not to
be like her parents. She wants to try to be a writer. How fortunate for us.”
Dagens Nyheter

“The style is explicit and firm, not a word too much, but still intense and
touching. A Fortune Fortold is absolutely one of Agneta Pleijel’s best
books, you sense its total genuineness.” Hallandsposten

Shortlisted

the August Prize
for Best Fiction

ORIGINALTITLES AGENT
Doften aven man (2017) / Linda Altrov Berg
Spadomen (2015)
AVAILABLE MATERIAL
PAGES Swedish MS, English translations

286 /260

RIGHTS SOLD

Varrak, Estonia « Polar, Hungary e
Karakter, Poland « Other Press,
USA(World English)

FILM RIGHTS
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BN AR MAN
PARKAR PA

Ida Linde (b. 1980) made her debut in
2006 with the poetry collection The
Machine Girl’s Testament. Her 2014
novel You Travel North to Die, in ways
a free-standing prequel to her latest
novel The Winter General, was awarded
Norrland Literature Society's Prize and
Afronbladet’s Literary Prize.

Linde has taught Creative Writing at the
renowned Biskops Arné Writers’ School
and is currently literary curator at
Kulrurhuset Stadsteatern.

Photo: Elvira Glante

The Winter General
Ida Linde

There is a village in rural Visterbotten which only has
two houses. One belongs to Eskil, an elderly man filled
with regret over a recent decision. There is also his
helpless wife, Marianne, and the regal and dominant
Winter General, who resides within her.

The other house, vacant for years, once belonged to
Eskil’s late brother, Sven, but is now Sara’s. She is stuck
in prison, and her only desire is to rescue her son from
the curse of the village’s dark legacy, etched into its very

fabric.

Eskil’s attempt to make amends sets off a series of
events involving both disappearances and reappearan-
ces, all against the backdrop of a community scarred by
life and death and the mining industry’s ruthless exploi-
tation. Its inhabitants all bear their own burdens. Vil-
helmina mourns the loss of her favourite son. Andreas,
a heartbroken lawyer, has sacrificed everything he loved
to care for her. Soon also Isadora, Sven and Marianne’s
estranged daughter, returns from across the Atlantic,
hoping for closure. But the two houses, her complicated
mother, and the imprisoned Sara, offer her nothing of

the kind.

continues >>

The villagers all grieve something, except the Winter
General, who doesn't grieve at all. It is her madness, and
her strength. As the machines gouge new wounds into
the land, Marianne and the Winter General unitedly
decide to make it stop.

Ida Linde’s new novel The Winter General paints a gritty
and mesmerizing portrait of intertwining lives in a dark
and cold corner of the world, where all hope of salvation
is perhaps not yet lost.

ORIGINALTITLE

Nir man sparkar pa en hund

SENIOR EDITOR
Hakan Bravinger

OPTION PUBLISHERS
Lokator, Poland » Laguna, Serbia

PUBLICATION AGENT FILM RIGHTS
August 2023 Catherine Mork Available
PAGES AVAILABLE MATERIAL

301 Swedish MS, English sample in October

Karon’s Subway (2022)

Poetry

Ever since the ancient Greeks, the ferryman Karon has taken people
across the river into the underworld, in exchange for a gold coin. Now
Karon has got a job in Stockholm’s subway and drives the mortals’ line
from the suburbs to the inner city, from life to death. The passengers
travel through the underworld, to and from their loved ones, to and from
their jobs, through time towards its end. In the meantime, they sing,

about hope, about longing, about all the days of life.

Karon herself is a driver in nail polish and stockings, who dreams of brea-
king the key, driving the train backwards, or dropping her sweetheart off
at an abandoned station. It seems so pointless to charge and so difficult

not to confuse love with grief. But no one, not even Karon, can escape the

underworld. We are all dying, but still, we love.

Karon’s Subway is Ida Linde’s first poetry collection since the acclaimed

debut The Machine Girl’s Testament (2006).

Press voices

“A beautiful collection of poems about parenthood, the
tear of losing loved ones and how to maneuver through
impermanence, where life is like a subway rattling
between the stations and the tunnels become an under-
ground river system with Karon as its troubled guide.”
Dagens Nyheter

“So beautiful, one thinks, a poetic drama that humbly
touches language with its desire. Mostly the poems move
in a gray mottled reality of duty, errands and everyday
life. But with small interruptions of humorous stanzas
that make the underworld bathe in light...”

Norrbottens Kuriren

ORIGINALTITLES

Karons tunnelbana

SENIOR EDITOR
Hékan Bravinger

RIGHTS SOLD
Lokator, Poland

PUBLICATION AGENT

January 2022 Catherine Mork

PAGES AVAILABLE MATERIAL
56 Full English MS
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Nino Mick (b.1990) grew up in Tida-
holm and now resides in Gothenburg. In
2013 they won the Swedish poetry slam
nationals and made their debut with
poetry collection Twenty-five-thousand
Kilometres of Nerve Fibres in 2018. Nino
Mick also works as a train driver.

Vulcan is their first novel.

Vulcan
Nino Mick

Spring 1909. Work is gruelling and hazardous at Vul-
can, the world’s biggest matchbox factory, in the small
industrial town Tidaholm. There are rumours of a
nationwide general strike. Among the workers are two
young women, Sara and Naemi, both in love with Sara’s
husband Salemon, a fervent socialist and antimilitarist.
He has been incarcerated for draft evasion, leaving Sara
to care for her seven-year-old twins all on her own.

Above the town a presence is soaring, moving unnoti-
ceably, a little astray, like vapour, hovering between the

houses and buildings, briefly inhabiting its people. The-

se invisible spectators consist of 46 girls and women
that perished in the great factory fire at Vulcan thir-
ty-five years ago. They, a fragmented and traumatized
collective, watch in horror as summer arrives, because
they know all too well that wherever passion ignites,
death will soon follow. For Sara, Naemi, Salemon and
the other factory workers, life will change in the most
dramatic way.

This dynamic and swarming novel explores community

and collective struggle, love and vulnerability, work
and ardour. Following their debut with poetry collec-

continues >>

tion Twenty-five-thousand Kilometres of Nerve Fibres
(2018), Nino Mick brings us a historical novel unlike
any other, where proletarian literature meets modernist

pOCtI'y.

From the sample translation

The ice is melting, we are slowly thawing. How many
times has it been now? We can’t remember. It addles your
brain, being dead.

It’s spring. The warmth is seeping down into the
ground. The tree roots are waking from their winter
sleep and drawing us in, the frozen earth releases its grip
on our souls and we’re sucked up under the bark, out
to the buds. It’s happening and there’s nowt we can do
about it. It’s all beginning all over again.

After this long, we’ve rotted that much, you'd not be
able to tell we were ever human. We've become part of
everything that lives and dies around our grave, the trees
and the bushes along Kungsvigen, the grubs that eat the
leaves, the birds that eat the grubs, pecking wherever
they hide. We're gnawed to bits and fall apart. A flock of
jackdaws lifts towards the white sun. We are the jackdaws.

Buildings spread beneath us. Black smoke from tall
factory chimneys. Logs with the bark still on lie in massi-
ve, sweet-smelling piles. A fire tower stands guard on the
outskirts, watching over all the houses. The factory roofs
are dotted with hundreds of windows, dazzling little
rectangles reflecting the morning light. Yes, of course
it’s the same factory. The match factory. Vulcan. When
we were alive, there were a few buildings to it and one of
them burned down. We remember it now, we remember
the fire that killed us. It was 1875, the year, but what year
is it now? We don’t know. It makes no odds. We're just as
dead anyway.

The factory burned to the ground and there’s a new
building there now. They’ve laid railway tracks to it,
running over the fields like embroidery stitches. The
people who are still alive have put up a railway station,

a grand courthouse and an even bigger library. They’ve
built shops around the square and so many houses. Like
aproper little town. Most of it wasn’t built until after we
were dead. Only the river, the Tidan, is just like it was,
flowing round the factory on its island and on across the
countryside, gleaming like the sun.

Who are we again? We're the jackdaws flying beneath
the blindingly white sky, but at the same time we're the

snowdrops outside the church, aren’t we? We're the dead
women workers in the ground. We lived here. That’s it.
We were matchgirls. Once, we were forty-six women
working in the matchbox filling room. We were buried
together because the fire destroyed our bodies. No-one
who knew us could say who was who. The same grave.
That was it. We've leached into the soil. And every year,
as sure as they build new buildings, we're scattered to
new bodies, new lives, and with them now we’re forced
to spend the months from frost to frost. It must be 1909.
It says so on the newest of the headstones. We've been
dead so long now that we are the water the living drink,
the food they eat, the air they breathe and the traces of
phosphorus the matches leave on their hands as they
work. We’re doomed to repeat it over and over again, so
much breathing in this place, so much skin feeling the
world, wings carrying the jackdaws higher and higher in
the air. That’s the school down there. The pink building
for the little ones and the red one for the older classes.
The school day hasn’t yet begun but the children will

be coming streaming through the gates soon. There’s
the old mill. They make automobiles there now, strange
machines; we've seen them driving out from the works.
There’s Folkets hus, where the men go after work to
drink coffee and sit in meetings. And right over there,
we see the sports field, with the tussocks of grass that the
lads trip over playing football. A few more wingbeats,
the wind in our feathers and here we are in the part of
town where the workers live. We often find ourselves
here. Hagnestan. Solkullera. The workers” housing on
Vistra Drottningvigen, yellow with red tiled roofs, three
floors high, families crammed into one or two rooms. We
land in a garden. Vistra Drottningvigen 1. We know this
building well. The stairwell curves like a cogwheel, so
that’s what we called it, the Cogwheel. The frontage has
seen better days, but in 1875, it had just been built. There
was a party here and we came for the dancing. We were
looking forward to the summer. We thought we'd live to
see it.

ORIGINALTITLE SENIOR EDITOR RIGHTS SOLD
Vulcan Lisa Lindberg All rights available
PUBLICATION AGENT FILM RIGHTS
September 2023 Sofia Odsberg Available

PAGES AVAILABLE MATERIAL

439 Swedish MS, English sample & synopsis
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New « Literary Upmarket « Historical

Photo: Sofi k@ion

TOVE FOLKESSON
Il HANNA FOLKESSON

NORSTEDTS
HY WO

PADORT

Tove Folkesson (b.1981) is an author and
musician. She made her debut with The
Huntresses of Kalmar in 2014 and has
since published several novels and also
received Svenska Dagbladet’s Literature
Prize.

Hanna Folkesson (b. 1984) is an author,
architect, and artist. The Resort, which
she has also illustrated, is her first novel.

Tove and Hanna Folkesson live together
in a cottage on Oland.

The Resort
Tove & Hanna Folkesson

Midsummer’s Eve 1938. Steamboat Ornen II docks at
Borgholm. The sleepy idyllic town is struggling to keep
its aristocratic clientele and entices new visitors with

a brand-new bathhouse, imported brandy, the intense
scent of jasmine and royal splendour. Onboard the ship
is Ingrid from Stockholm, writing in her diary about the
boring summer ahead of her. She includes everything
except her engagement.

On the other side of Oland, Mana boards a train from
Morbylanga, leaving her work at the sugar mill behind

her, along with the memory of her late father, a notorio-
us drunkard and gambler. Her pockets are full of dirty
money and she has her sights set on Borgholm.

During a euphoric night Ingrid and Mana’s paths cross
to the sound of jazz and the scent of dewy honeysuckle.
Their lives intertwine with a fervour so intense that it
opens doors that can never be closed, not entirely.

In their first mutual novel, Tove and Hanna Folkesson
pays an elegant homage to the Swedish spa resort era

continues >>

14

and portrays it from a fresh perspective: through the love
affair between two young women in a place where old
traditions meet the new. In a time marked by turbulence
and fear, the biggest challenge comes from within.

Press voices

“Tove and Hanna Folkesson’s novel The Resort is a
wonderfully poetic, almost Lagerl6f-esque saga in text, as
well as in illustrations /... / Mixing the authentic with the
free-flowing amorous adventures and dangers is, in shorrt,
enchanting. And the fact that Karin Boye, Edith Séder-
gran, Ellen Key and Djuna Barnes appear in their places
livens things up.” Expressen

“In Borgholm, the young society girl Ingrid meet Mana
from the sugar mill, in a kind of lesbian version of
‘Titanic’, where ‘Restis’, the old seaside restaurant, falls
victim to a fire in 1973 and takes the story of a meeting
that changes everything with it into the ashes. The wife
couple Folkesson knows how to write. But what really
fascinates is the first hundred pages’ portrayal of, with
reference to Dostoevsky: ‘a wonderful night, such a night
as is only possible when we are young’ /.../ It is filmic and
lyrical prose at the same time” Aftonbladet

“It doesn’t take many pages before a costume movie
plays in my head. It is midsummer 1938, in Borgholm

on Oland. The king wears a linen suit and the bathers
are here, as is a jazz band from New York. This is the
music of the new age, but the social conventions are still
strong. Outside, is the scent of lavender and honeysuckle
/... | The phrasings are airy, often aesthetically perfect
and romantic, and there is a melancholic shimmer over
the text, which succeeds well in capturing the fleeting of
existence” Landskrona Posten

“The language is fine-tuned and poetic in the midst of
the tragic and sometimes menacing story of a love that
only gets to be a brief encounter, but which changes life
forever. The last pieces of the puzzle are put in the right
place with the help of the saga. Towards the end, Méana
notes that love cannot be recreated ‘not with a brush, not
with a pen, not even in tones’. I would still like to say that
the authors have succeeded as well as one possibly could
in retelling a love that touches deep. With depictions of
nature that enchant and human portraits that make one
wonder.” Gotlands Allehanda

“The couple’s first mutual novel is a sentimental love
story from a bygone seaside resort era, richly illustrated
with Hanna Folkesson’s simple but fine charcoal sketches
of hands, houses and flowers /... / The married couple
Folkesson have been sitting in their cottage on Oland
and fantasized about a summer in the 1920s. Already
there, you become a little charmed. The characters are
shamelessly simple and romantic. The manly working
girl Méana Oskarsson (later in the story Mans) meets a
bored noblewoman, Ingrid Gyllenhals. They fall in love.
It is just as tentative and heartfelt as you can imagine.”
Svenska Dagbladet

ORIGINALTITLE SENIOR EDITOR RIGHTS SOLD
Badort Clara Gustafsson All rights available
PUBLICATION AGENT FILM RIGHTS
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Hanna
Nordenhok

Hanna Nordenhok (b. 1977) has been
awarded several major literary honours
for her work, and her last novel Cae-
saria (2020) scooped Swedish Radio’s
Literary Prize and was also shortlisted
for Vi’s Literature Prize. Nordenhok also
works as a translator from the Spanish
and has been praised for her translations

- of Fernanda Melchor, Andrea Abreu and
Gloria Gervitz.

Wonderland is Nordenhok’s fifth novel.

Vi a‘GIiinte -
e

Wonderland
Hanna Nordenhok

In Wonderland, Hanna Nordenhok’s bold and dazzling
new novel, we follow three different characters, all of
them wandering an ominous contemporary world
saturated with abandonment and false mirrors. Their
parallel lives never intersect, but they are all deceivers
or deceived, or both. This polyphonic novel, written
in a shimmering prose for readers of international
writers such as Jonas Eika, Emilio Fraia, and Samanta
Schweblin, is an account of modern lies, of fraud and
deception in our time, but also of lies as a timeless
human condition - a fundamental component of who
we are.

The novel introduces three main storylines in alterna-
ting chapters: a homeless woman travelling between
towns and cities on the Pacific West Coast where she
pretends to be a child; two rival Catalan journalists that
become involved in a dangerous game between fact and
fiction at a hotel in Athens; and a housewife living in a
luxury bungalow in southern Sweden who chooses to
lie — to herself and others — in order to maintain the
only life she can tolerate living. Around them appears

a hall of mirrors inhabited by a range of unreliable
characters described as ‘case studies’ — a gallery of liars
portrayed with both lucidity, pragmatism, and a surpri-
sing tenderness: bluffing children, doped up martial ar-

continues >>

tists, ghost-writers, dishonest politicians, eco-criminals,
and fashionable jetsetters so disfigured by plastic surgery
that there seems to be nothing left of their original selves.

Carrying their secret traumas right underneath their
skin, this horrific assembly of fakers and swindlers all
seem to be escaping something, while at the same time,
they are all searching for their own illusory wonderlands.
Together they capture a mendacious zeitgeist, a world

and an era flooded with fake imagery and slippery truths,
as well as the loneliness such a world holds for those who
inhabit it.

Wonderland is an existential spinechiller, a spellbinding
study on the different faces of fraud — depicting a cha-
meleon-like human existence where truths and lies are
never easily separated.

»Hanna Nordenhok’s kaleidoscopical novel is a merciless reckoning with the obsession with surface,
appearance and success of our times. Penned in a spellbinding prose, populated with characters
trapped in an eternal dusk of loss and brokenness, Wonderland grows into a nightmarish descent into
the claustrophobic labyrinths of our lies and falsehoods. « Johannes Anyuru

Press voices

“T have primarily read Nordenhok’s translations from

the Spanish. In that field she is one of the very best. This
assessment shall now include her own authorship /... /
Nordenhok renders the three main protagonists’ life
stories through acute flashbacks. Her prose is remarkably
contemporary, identifies places and brands, imitates the
jargon of cyberculture, is just as lyrical as it is stringent.
If she hasn’t been translated before, now is the time, the
sooner the better” Dagens Nyheter

“Nordenhok is a masterful illustrator of the moment
when this self-deception begins to crack. Intercalary,
unobtrusive sentences break up an otherwise visceral
prose and create an intriguing density that works well
with the psychological acuteness that distinguishes this
novel /... / In Wonderland, Hanna Nordenhdék destroys
the notion that there is such a thing as an authentic self.
It is an astonishing novel.” Aftonbladet

“Wonderland exposes several layers of the hypothesis
we simply describe as ‘reality’. Through brief images
Hanna Nordenhok sends us deep into the confidential
life situations of various people, with a prose that recalls
Joyce Carol Oates. The details are almost pedantically
recorded; the different types of wood and the barely
detectable inconsequences in a perfectly decorated room
at Strandvégen, the straightened and whitened teeth

of alaughing mother barbecuing at a campsite, the red
tie that will become a desperate journalist’s noose /... / I
have reviewed a huge number of books. At long inter-
vals I sometimes feel: Here it is. What I'm looking for. A
book that, much like a chiropractor, cracks my spine and
enhances my visual acuity. Wonderland is such a book.”
Goteborgs-Posten

“There are several different aspects of betrayal and Han-
na Nordenhdék uncovers them all with uncanny sensitivi-
ty /... / Hanna Nordenhok has crafted a brilliant psycho-
logical thriller out of human lies. The prose is poised

and is just as comfortable no matter where in the world
it takes place. I recommend this book as an ideal title for
every book club. Masterful literature and psychological
depth. It must be discussed.” Norrkopings-Tidningar

“To me, Hanna Nordenhok is certainly an author that
represents silence. Using her linguistic brilliance, she has
the ability to write about almost indescribable things.
Part of her method is to incorporate the landscapes that
surround her characters. Nature has a way of eating itself
into the story in an almost gothic way. Much like her pre-
vious book Caesaria which was awarded Swedish Radio’s
Literature Prize by the jury /... / To me, Nordenhok’s
linguistic deftness create a complexity that expands the
mind.” Sveriges Radio Kulturnytt
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Literary Fiction « Speculative

IXELLES

OHANNES
ANYURU

Johannes Anyuru (b. 1979) is a poet and
novelist. He debuted in 2003 with the
critically acclaimed collection of poems
Only The Gods Are New. His 2017 no-
vel, They Will Drown in Their Mothers’
Tears, was awarded the August Prize

for Best Fiction. Anyuru’s work has

been likened to a mix between Nobel
Laureate Thomas Transtromer and a

hip-hop MC.

Ixelles is Anyuru’s fourth novel and was
shortlisted for the August Prize for Best
Fiction 2022.

Photo: Maja Kristin Nylander
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»Fobannes Anyuru’s authorship is one of the most exquisite
in contemporary Swedish literature. «

Dagens Nyheter

ORIGINALTITLE
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PUBLICATION
Sept 2022

PAGES
418

SENIOR EDITOR
Hékan Bravinger

AVAILABLE MATERIAL
Swedish MS, English sample & synopsis
(full English MS later this year)
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Ixelles
Fobannes Anyuru

Ever since Mio died, Ruth has single-handedly rai-

sed their mutual son and created a life for the two of
them. She has a house by the sea and is employed at the
mysterious “agency”, where her task is to help clients
manipulate the public by using invented voices and
personas. The boy, who is now ten, knows nothing
about his father: not how he lived and not how he died.
He is safe.

One day Ruth learns that there is an unconscious teena-
ge boy in hospital who carries a recording of Mio’s voice.
She lies to the hospital staff and gains access to his room

where she finds the ancient CD-player in his backpack.
The disc shimmers like gold. She recognises Mio’s voice
— Mio who is supposed to be dead. He says: “There are
roofs here from where you can see all the way to the sea.
Here in the library of nothing.”

Johannes Anyuru’s new novel, his first since the August
Prize-winning They Will Drown in Their Mothers’
Tears, is a polyphonic and meandering story of friends-
hip and yearning, a love letter to fiction, invented lives
and libraries.

Macedonia s Dereta, Serbia « Nordica
AGENT Libros, Spain
Linda Altrov Berg

RIGHTS SOLD

Klim, Denmark « Schildts & Séderstroms,
Finland « Actes Sud, France « Luchter-
hand, Germany « Frassinelli/Sperling &
Kupfer, Italy » De Geus, the Netherlands «
Press, Norway « Two Lines Press, US (NA
rights) « Profil Kitap, Turkey

They Will Drown in Their
Mothers’ Tears (2017)

In the midst of a terrorist attack on a bookstore reading by a comic book
artist famous for his demeaning drawings of the prophet Mohammed,
one of the attackers, a young woman, has a sudden premonition that
something is wrong, changing the course of history. Two years later, this
unnamed woman invites an acclaimed writer to visit her in the criminal
psychiatric clinic where she lives. She then shares with him an incre-
dible story — she is a visitor from an alternate future where any so-called
“anti-Swedish” citizens are forced into a horrific ghetto called The Rabbit
Yard. As events begin to spiral and the author becomes more and more
implicated in this woman’s tale, he comes to believe the unbelievable:
she’s telling the truth.

A remarkably intense, beautifully wrought tale that combines the ing-
enuity of speculative fiction with today’s harsh political realities, They
Will Drown in Their Mothers’ Tears catapults Anyuru to the front ranks
of world writers.

Winner of the August Prize for Best Fiction 2017, the Aniara Prize 2017
and the Per Olov Enquist Literary Prize 2017.

JOHANNES ANYURU

SASKIA VOGEL

ORIGINALTITLE
De kommer att drunkna i sina modrars

SENIOR EDITOR
Hékan Bravinger
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AVAILABLE MATERIAL
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Anneli Jordahl (b.1960) is an author and
a literary critic. She has written several
works of critically praised non-fiction and
novels. Her latest work, the essay Snake
with Two Heads, was awarded a prize
from the Society of the Nine, as well as
the Eva Bonnier scholarship.

The Bear Hunter’s Daughters is Jordahl’s
fifth novel and was shortlisted for the
August Prize for Best Fiction 2022.

Photo: Kajsa Géransson

The Bear Hunter’s Daughters

Anneli Fordabl

Tales were often told about the notorious Bear Hun-
ter’s seven daughters. The opinions differed. Were they
really living on their own out in the wilderness? It was
said that they spent all their time hunting, bathing and
wrestling, except when they got drunk on moonshine
and porter. Like a bunch of rowdy boys, left to their own
devices. Sometimes they were spotted at the market,
where they sold bear skins and small figurines, and dan-
ced in skimpy clothes, intoxicated and excited, when
sales exceeded expectations.

A woman — the narrator — sees them at the market and
decides to write down the wild history of the seven Le-

skinen sisters. Why did they never go to school? Why
did they want to live isolated in the wasteland, so far
away from the nearest town? It turns into a story about
rage and sorrow, about loneliness and unity, about sib-
ling rivalry and a heightened sense of life in the deman-
ding existence deep in the wilderness.

Anneli Jordahl has been inspired by Aleksis Kivi’s
classic Finnish novel Seven Brothers (1870) but has set
her story in the present and placed seven sisters in the
foreground instead. The result is masterful; a wild and
riveting tale, written in exquisitely crafted prose, which
will have the readers under its dynamic spell.

Press voices

“The Bear Hunter’s Daughters is, as often with Jordahl,
astory of class and class differences, of the library’s
benedictions and of the courage to find your own path to
culture, without adopting another class’ inheritance. At
the same time Jordahl is so evidently amused with im-
mersing herself in the unrefined life while the civilisation
process is dealt with in a more compendious way. The
harsh existence in the forest is portrayed with immense
ardour and wealth of detail. The wind howls and the rain
pelts, the sisters watch their crop of potatoes freeze, while
they keep themselves warm with booze and fall asleep
with horny dreams of men. The days are filled with hard
work and punch-ups, the bodies ache, the land is swampy
and smells like sludge /... / It is bold, it is hilarious and
like all inverted worlds, full of revolt!” Aftonbladet

“Anneli Jordahl presents us with a heck of a tall tale. The
Bear Hunter’s Daughters is a scathing, expansive concoc-
tion about a family beyond societal control. Not in the
1800s but today. Other teenagers carry mobile phones.
The severely unkempt Leskinen sisters carry knives

and nooses /... / This novel should first and foremost be
regarded as a hymn to storytelling itself. Stories that pull
you in, that take your breath away, that provoke astonish-
ment, sadness and horror.” Arbetarbladet

“Ever since her debut and her breakthrough with Class

— Are You Noble Enough, Anneli Jordahl has found a
strong political expression. Even though several themes
are familiar — the underclass perspective, an impoveris-
hed person’s thirst for knowledge, a grief and a loneliness
that is hard to process — The Bear Hunter’s Daughters
introduces a new direction in her authorship. As if she
has allowed herself time off from realism to run riot with
an ambitious, abundantly rich tall tale. A comedy — or

a tragedy with a happy ending. Steeped in bewitching na-
ture and brutal domestic violence: imagine Sara Lidman,
Mikael Niemi, Olga Tokarczuk — and American Tara
Westover’s international success about growing up with
fundamentalistic survivalists.” Expressen

“Jordahl’s prose has a stylish sparsity and lustre which
create an illusion of passed down oral storytelling with
the austere Nordic poetry of a Norse saga, especially

in the sisters’ dialogues. The Bear Hunter’s Daughters
takes place on the verge between fairy-tale and myth, in
astruggle that puts civilisation and freedom at oppo-
sing ends. The Leskinen sisters form a miniature society
which rewards power, strength, leadership and disci-
pline. A society that is united by a strong leader and an
indisputable mythology runs the risk of collapse, when
neither of them holds for closer inspection. Are freedom
and civilisation truly incompatible antipoles? Anneli Jor-
dahl’s tall tale of a novel feels more authentic than many
contemporary realistic novels.” Goteborgs-Posten

“T'am startled every time a reference to the present
appears in The Bear Hunter’s Daughters. The majority of
the novel about the seven Leskinen sisters seems to take
place outside of time itself; an existence that is equally
lawless and timeless, where gleaming screens and letters
from the authorities form a sharp reminder that socie-

ty still exists even if the sisters live outside of it /... / At
the same time, literary nods and kinships are secondary
during the reading, all that matters then are the Leski-
nen sisters’ fates and adventures. I follow them breathles-
sly, guided by a spirited Anneli Jordahl; with unbridled
imagination, black humour and a keen eye she gives life
to a set of siblings I will find it hard to forget.”

Tidningen Vi

“The Bear Hunter’s Daughters is a brilliant novel. /.../
In the story there are elements of folktale numerology
and repetitions, settings, and motifs. There are Freudian
undercurrents with a godlike Father, Electra complexes,
virgins who renounce all sexual intercourse to beco-

me bear hunters and completely deny their femininity
and need for care. In glowing prose, through direct and
precise dialogues, a contemporary everyday drama about
isolated people who become obsessed with renouncing
every form of societal life is brought to form. But the
story is just as much about what it means to grow up as a
woman in a patriarchal culture, and too late come to the
realization as to where that will lead.” BT, rated 5/5

ORIGINALTITLE

Bjornjigarens déttrar

SENIOR EDITOR
Hakan Bravinger

RIGHTS SOLD
Straarup & Co, Denmark « Varrak, Estonia
« Johnny Kniga, Finland « Editions L/Ob-

PUBLICATION AGENT servatoire, France « Hoffmann & Campe,
Sept 2022 Catherine Mork Germany » Planeta, Mexico (Spanish, SA
and NA rights) « Oevers, Netherlands «
PAGES AVAILABLE MATERIAL Czarne, Poland « Siruela, Spain (Spanish,
325 Swedish MS, English sample & synopsis ~ ROW rights) « HarperVia, US (World
English)
FILM RIGHTS

Available




21

N
Literary Upmarket « Family Epic

roman

THELLA  JOHNSON

Thella Johnson (b. 1979) is a journalist
and was previously Swedish Radio’s
correspondent in Helsinki. She has been
praised for her radio documentaries
about the Troubles, the civil war in Sierra
Leone and the conditions for workers in
China’s quarries and jewellery factories.
She is also a musician and together with
her husband she runs an independent
record label.

Johnson was raised in Stockholm by a
Finnish mother and a Swedish father.
Peace is her first novel.

Photo: Kajsa Géransson
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Peace
Thella Fohnson

“The summers are always treacherous up here. Because
one forgets the night. Forgets that it exists. In the same
way, peace can sometimes be treacherous. One forgets
the conflicts and the antagonism. Forgets that they
exist.”

With an angry mob raging outside, Elina Kansa spends
a few intense days locked in a corner shop in Kemi
together with her stepfather and a stranger, whom she
involves in the vivid retelling of her family’s turbulent
past. This is the story of three generations and two
nations on both sides of the Baltic, the inland sea with
the brackish water. Here we meet grandfather Tapa-

ni whose fate was sealed by a roach trapped in a shoe

and an encounter with the bearer of a pair of small red
boots, but we are also introduced to mother Marjatta,
who in her search for happiness moved across the sea
not once but twice, and finally granddaughter Elina
who becomes our companion through this flamboyant
family epic that takes us from the last days of WW2 to
the refugee crisis of 2015.

Peace is a tender portrayal of an unforgettable family
and the post-war people of Sweden and Finland, two
countries close as siblings. It is also a Bildungsroman set
against the backdrop of both major and minor world
events, exploring the human effects of wartime and
peacetime.

Press voices

“Thella Johnson’s novel explores a family history. It is
full of brackets, retakes, shifts in perspectives and other
nuisances that in most novels indicate that the author
has felt slightly unoriginal and decided to complicate an
otherwise trite plot. That isn’t the case with Peace. Here
the antics are well integrated with the narrator’s particu-
lar attributes. To continue borrowing Johnson’s own in-
sinuations, every Rubik’s cube has a centre around which
everything is twisted. In Peace, her name is Elina and
she tells her story from inside a shop in a suburb of Kemi
in Finnish Lapland /... / During the first twenty pages

of her debut novel, Thella Johnson indicates a style that
you don’t normally associate with Swedish debutants,
but with important international writers. She keeps the
readers on their toes while she combines global perspec-
tives, existential dilemmas and everyday anecdotes at
breakneck pace. One can easily recall Salman Rushdie,
Dubravka Ugresic, Antonio Lobo Antunes or why not
Monika Fagerholm. And Johnson controls the gear stick
of this Finnish post-war equipage with excellent com-
mand /... / There is much, much more to be captivated
by in Peace. The playful elements of history interlaced
with the more momentous. This is perhaps most signi-
ficantly illustrated through Elina’s temporary work as a
crevice controller. She inspects cracks to issue warnings
if anything is about to go wrong; “Those who dwell upon
cracks, will always keep themselves busy’, Elina says, in a
splendid, extraordinary debut novel.”

Dagens Nyheter

“Oh, what a delightful epic novel to disappear into.
Thella Johnson is such a zestful and engaging storyteller,
making you wish the book will never come to an end.”
Vi Liser

“Peace is a whirlwind of a story where comedy and gravi-
ty interlace, but there is a dark undertone that gradually
intensifies. I am mostly impressed with Thella Johnson’s
prose. It candidly moves between poetry and tall tale in
a way that sometimes recalls Monika Fagerholm. But
Johnson has an entirely unique voice, much like that
stubborn neighbour Finland which becomes this novel’s
main protagonist.” Sveriges Radio Kulturnytt

“A book that is drastic, dramatic, melancholic. And fun-
ny. A tenaciously portrayed story of what can happen to
people when the war has finally ended /... / Peace is a fa-
mily epic about tormented human beings in three gene-

rations from the end of WW2 in 1945 to the immigrant
crisis in 2015. Narrated in a vertiginous tempo by Tapani
and Helmi Kansa’s somewhat chaotic granddaughter
Elina Kansa, born in 1979 Visterbottens-Kuriren

“It may sound like a sombre, serious book, but Thella
Johnson offers us so much in her vivid and exuberant
family chronicle. The reader is invited to laugh and there
are several surprises in store /... / It is a strong debut by
Thella Johnson who has previously made a name for
herself as a praised investigative reporter and expressive
musician. Now she proves that she is also a gifted story-
teller, and she adds a colourful, imaginative language to
her narrative.” Norrliandska-Socialdemokraten

“It is impressive that a novel about war can be so enjoy-
able to read. The narrator in Peace constantly does the
unexpected. Interrupts the story for a comment from
herself or someone beside her in the present time. So-
metimes she reveals directly how a person’s life will end,
other times she only reveals details —such as a roach in a
shoe playing a crucial role. I am immediately captivated
and amazed by the language, the humour and how the
author effortlessly leaps between different timelines and
between joy and gravity. I devour the book and, thanks to
the humor, also manage to swallow and digest the overar-
ching theme of living in peacetime with the experience
of violence, and what it does to a person /... / In conclu-
sion, Peace is an intelligent, touching and funny novel
that appears as such an important emotional backdrop

to the war in Ukraine and NATO that one wishes it was
compulsory reading for everyone”

Boras Tidning

“We are dealing with a sweeping universal narrative. And
Johnson maintains that high tone all the way through the
novel /... / Completely amazing. A novel that manages

to convey something other than contrived childhood
traumas from the obliterated experiences of the middle
class. A novel about the world as a cruel and beautiful
place where the human experience is always squeezed
into concentrated small rooms, like a convenience store
where only the truly essential goods are available.” Norr-
bottens-Kuriren
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Backlist Highlights « Literary Fiction

The Trio (2021)
Fobanna Hedman

Three friends in their twenties: Thora, Hugo and August. Thora and
August have been best friends, and occasional lovers, for years, but their
relationship is unsettled when Hugo becomes Thora’s family’s new
tenant. Gradually, the three are drawn toward each other, and a close, but
not entirely uncomplicated friendship comes into existence. Soon they
are spending every waking moment together: sitting at cafes, taking bike
rides during long summer nights, travelling to Paris. Beneath the surface
powerful emotions are simmering, but also reflections on identity, class
and love. All while the fragile balance between them threaten to crack.

The Trio is a splendid literary debut: accessible, yet acute, subtle and
elegant, with atmospheric and beautifully observed Stockholm exteriors
that you won’t wish to leave.

THE TRIO

JOHANNA HEDMAN
_—
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The Singularity (2021)

Balsam Karam

A mother is searching for her child, walking along the corniche, calling
her name. She keeps searching until she loses her mind, frantic with grief,
forgetting her other children. Another woman on vacation, with a baby
growing inside her belly, sees someone fall off the corniche. Later she will
have to give birth to a stillborn child, refusing for as long as possible — as
the baby is still inside her, it cannot be entirely lost. She remembers her
mother’s losses: the loss of a language, a country, an identity. Is it possible
to create a hierarchy of trauma?

Karam’s second novel The Singularity is an emotionally powerful and
political work of grief. Shortlisted for the August Prize for Best Fiction
2021, Svenska Dagbladet’s Literature Prize 2021 and the European Uni-
on Prize for Literature 2021.

THE
SINGULARITY

Shortlisted
~ the August Prize

for Best Fiction
2021
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Backlist Highlights « Literary Fiction

Babetta (2022)
Nina Wibd

It’s summer, actress Lou has asked her best friend Katja to spend the
vacation with her at a chateau in southern France where she lives with
Renaud, a legendary cinematographer twice her age. Katja is on a break
from her university film studies, so the trip suits her well. But perhaps
even more important: when Lou calls, Katja comes — just the way things
have always been. To Katja, Lou and Renaud’s world appears surreal,
more fantasy than reality. Is Lou using their friendship as part of a bizar-
re, staged act of play?

In this enigmatic psychological chamber play, Wihi explores the symbio-
sis of a female friendship bordering on exploitation, as in Ingmar Berg-
man’s Persona and Zadie Smith’s Swing Time, and at the same time she
skilfully captures the sun-drenched suspense from Patricia Highsmith’s
The Talented Mr. Ripley and Francois Ozon’s Swimming Pool.
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Days and Days and Days (2020)
Tone Schunnesson

Bibbs is just about to turn thirty-nine. She has been famous for a while,
even though she lacks any obvious talents, but the good life is beginning
to slip through her fingers. And there seems to be a neverending flow
of unexpected expenditures. Like the rent. When her boyfriend, Baby,
dumps her out of the blue, she is also faced with an ultimatum: if she
wants to keep the flat she must pay SEK 100 000 within a week. The
kind of money she no longer has access to. Days and Days and Days is a
pitch perfect study of success and destruction, dependence and betrayal,
celebrity and anonymity.

Shortlisted for the Swedish Radio’s Literature Prize 2021 and the Euro-
pean Union Prize for Literature 2021.
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AVAILABLE MATERIAL
Swedish MS, full English MS

SENIOR EDITOR
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RIGHTS SOLD

Gads, Denmark » Johnny Kniga, Finland
(cover above) « Luchterhand, Germany e
AGENT Heéloise Press, UK (world English)

Catherine Mork

FILM RIGHTS
Available
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Backlist Highlights « Literary Fiction

Shade and Breeze (2021)
Quynb Tran

This is the story of M4 and Hieu. Ma dreams about wealth and grandeur,
Hieu dreams about the pretty girls. Then there is also the second son, the
younger brother, always in the periphery, always an observer. He gradu-
ally disappears into his schoolwork, mesmerised by his own astonishing
intelligence. The three of them form a solitary world in the small Ostro-
bothnian town. M4 and Hieu, constantly on a collision course with each
other and the community’s suffocating social codes. They live among
people who want to talk openly about everything, who don’t understand
the necessity of focus and shade.

Quynh Tran’s evocative and poignant debut novel is a story about love,
obsession and the meaning of family. Awarded Svenska Yle’s Literature
Prize, the Runeberg Prize, and Boras Tidning’s Debutant Prize. Shortli-
sted for the Katapult Prize for Best Debut.

Awarded the
Runeberg Prize
& Borés Tidning’s
“' Debutant Prize

2022

AVAILABLE MATERIAL
Swedish MS, English sample
(full English MS later this year)

ORIGINALTITLE
Skugga och svalka (249 pages)

SENIOR EDITOR

Elise Karlsson RIGHTS SOLD
Turbine, Denmark « Férlaget, Finland
AGENT (Swedish) « Teos, Finland (Finnish) e

Sofia Odsberg Residenz, Germany « Oktober, Norway

Lolli Editions, UK & Comm. « AZ Com-
munication and Culture, Vietham

FILM RIGHTS
Available

Devotion (2023)
Foel Mauricio Isabel Ortiz

There he is one day, standing in the supermarket. Sebastian. The man
who abandoned Leandro six years ago, who literally vanished, never to
be heard from again. Through the years of loneliness and isolation that
followed, Leandro has dreamt of rewinding the tape and reuniting with
the love of his life, the man he never stopped worshipping. And suddenly,
his prayers are answered. Their love isn’t easy, their shared history is both
beckoning them and appearing as an obstacle between them. There is no
end to what Sebastian would do for Leandro; and almost no end to what
Leandro would give up to be with Sebastian. Until there is nothing more
for him to give.

Devotion is a novel about love and sorrow, about despair and mercy. In a
condensed and masterfully built-up narrative, Joel Mauricio Isabel Ortiz
depicts an all-consuming passion, and the salvaging power of friendship
when all else seems lost.

JOEL
MAURICIO
ISABEL
ORTIZ

ORIGINALTITLE AGENT
Tillbedjan (184 pages) Catherine Mork
SENIOR EDITOR AVAILABLE MATERIAL

Elise Karlsson Swedish MS, English sample & synopsis

RIGHTS SOLD
All rights available

FILM RIGHTS
Available
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Backlist Highlights « Literary Fiction

Antiquity (2020)

Hanna Fobansson

A lonely woman in her thirties forges a connection with the older artist
Helena, and before long she becomes her assistant, confidant, and wit-
ness. Drawn into Helena’s world, the narrator is extended an invitation
to join her and her teenage daughter, Olga, on the enchanting Greek
island of Ermoupoli for the summer. The daughter seems at first to be
the narrator’s competitor for Helena’s attention, but over the course of a
few hot weeks, the dynamics change. Hanna Johansson’s inaugural novel
trains a sumptuous gaze on desire between women and the full spectrum
of attraction that exists beyond the strictures of heteronormativity. This
queer Lolita story is as sensual as it is disturbing, as gorgeous as it is com-
plicated, probing the depths of memory, power, and the narratives that
arrange our experience of the world.

Awarded the Katapult Prize for Best Debut 2021, and shortlisted for
Boras Tidning’s Debutant Prize.

A Ni 1Q!"  Awarded the
£ Katapult Prize
Best Debut

202I

HANN

ORIGINALTITLE AGENT
Antiken (217 pages) Catherine Mork
SENIOR EDITOR AVAILABLE MATERIAL

Lisa Lindberg Swedish MS, full English MS

RIGHTS SOLD

World Books, Greece « Pauza, Poland »
Scribe, UK & Comm. « Catapult Press, US
(cover above)

FILM RIGHTS
Available

The Flight of the Swallows (2023)
Majoull Axelsson

Psychologist Christel has a new patient: Molly Andersson, 16 years old
— or Zadie Moonbeam, as she calls herself. Zadie has been in and out of
foster homes throughout her childhood and is finally about to get her
own apartment, under the condition that she is deemed mature enough
for it. And the one to pass the judgement is Christel.

Christel feels an unusual kinship with Zadie but is at the same time
struggling with her own problems. When she realises that Zadie is in
imminent danger, she decides to follow her instincts and, for the first
time, go against the professional protocol. In The Flight of the Swallow,
Majgull Axelsson poses questions about humanity, guilt and responsibi-
lity, and about how authorities affect the courses of our lives.

MAJGULL
AXELSSON

SYALORS
FLYKT

ORIGINALTITLE AGENT

Svalors flykt (400 pages) Linda Altrov Berg
SENIOR EDITOR AVAILABLE MATERIAL
Gunilla Sondell Swedish MS

OPTION PUBLISHERS
Klim, Denmark « De Geus, the Nether-
lands « Virtualo, Poland

FILM RIGHTS
Available
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New o Crime Fiction

EN REKKE/VARGAS DECKAR

AVID
I.A[;ll:]R[}RANTZ

MEMORIA

David Lagercrantz (b. 1962) is one of
Sweden’s most successful authors. He
co-wrote the biography I am Zlatan (2011),
which has sold millions of copies worldwi-
de. In 2015, The Girl in the Spider's Web

— a free-standing sequel to Stieg Larsson’s
Millennium Trilogy — became a global
publishing phenomenon, and was followed
by two more books in 2017 and 2019.

Memoria is part two of Lagercrantz new
crime series, starring the dynamic duo
Hans Rekke and Michaela Vargas.

Photo: Alexander Donk@

Memoria
Rekke/Vargas #2

David Lagercrantz

Claire Lidman has been dead for fourteen years, but
Samuel, Claire’s husband, refuses to accept it. When
he sees a woman in the background of a photography
who looks just like Claire, he turns to Hans Rekke and
Micaela Vargas for help. The two are at first sceptical,
but Rekke discovers details in the photo that indicate
that it really is Claire. Is it possible? Or are they taking
on the case as an excuse to continue working together?
The investigation leads them back in time and Rekke is
forced to revisit painful memories from his own past.

Meanwhile, and maybe just by pure coincidence,
Rekke’s daughter Julia gets a new boyfriend whom

she absolutely wants to keep a secret. And Micaela is
continuously harassed and threatened by her criminal
brother Lucas. But she’s not scared. It’s not until she
realises who Julia’s new love is, that her world collapses,
and Rekke realises that he again must face off with the
nemesis from his youth, Gabor Morovia.

continues >>

Memoria takes us back to the banking crisis of the
1990s, and the oligarchs’ battle with the old KGB. In the
second instalment of David Lagercrantz Rekke/Vargas
Series, brutal crimes are revealed as well as their effects

on individual lives. The investigation therein, impacts
Professor Hans Rekke and police officer Micaela Vargas
on a deeply personal level.

ORIGINALTITLE
Memoria

PUBLICATION
July 2023

PAGES
342

SENIOR EDITOR
Eva Gedin

AGENT
Linda Altrov Berg, Catherine Mérk

RIGHTS SOLD

see Obscuritas below

FILM RIGHTS
Brave New World Agency

AVAILABLE MATERIAL
Swedish MS
(full English MS later this year)

Obscuritas (2021)

Rekke/Vargas #1

Summer of 2003, and Iraq has just been invaded by the US. In Stock-
holm, a football referee with Afghan roots is found beaten to death. A
hot-tempered dad of one of the players is arrested for the murder in what
looks to be an open-and-shut case. But the suspect insists that he is inno-
cent and the Chief of Police decides to consult Professor Hans Rekke, a
world renowned expert on interrogational techniques. If there is anyone
that can crack the man, it is him.

But nothing turns out as the police expects. Rekke discards the prelimi-
nary investigation completely — and shortly thereafter the whole case
falls to pieces. The police suddenly find themselves without leads. Only
Micaela Vargas, a young community police officer, who has been let into
the investigation as an act of grace, refuses to let things rest. She tries to
get hold of Rekke, but he won't return her calls.

Then Hans Rekke and Micaela Vargas meet again, under dramatic

circumstances. The odd couple decides to solve the case that appears
increasingly like an enigma, and which leads them to CIA’s hunt for
terrorists, and the Taliban’s war against music. What kind of a man was
the referee? Is he a victim, or a perpetrator? Obscuritas is a clever and
exciting page-turner where nothing is what it seems.

EN REKKE/VARGAS

AVID
LAGERERANTZ

OBSCURITAS

ORIGINALTITLE
Obscuritas

PUBLICATION
Nov 2021

PAGES
380

SENIOR EDITOR
Eva Gedin

AGENT
Linda Altrov Berg, Catherine Mérk

RIGHTS SOLD

Companhia das Letras, Brazil « Iztok
Zapad, Bulgaria « Viking, Canada

Profil, Croatia » Euromedia, Czech Rep.

« Politiken, Denmark « Varrak, Estonia

« WSQY, Finland « Harper Collins FR,
France « Heyne, Germany « Alexandra,
Hungary « Marsilio, Italy « Kadokawa,
Japan « Munhakdongne, Korea « Zvaigzne,
Latvia » Alma, Lithuania « Signatuur/AW
Bruna, NL « Gyldendal, Norway « Wielka
& Storytel, Poland « Porto, Portugal «
Trei, Romania » Vulkan, Serbia «

Miladinska, Slovenia « Tkar, Slovak Rep.
« Planeta, Spanish & Catalan (world) e
MacLehose/Quercus, UK & Comm.
KM Publishing, Ukraine « Alfred A.
Knopf, US

FILM RIGHTS
Brave New World Agency

AVAILABLE MATERIAL
Swedish MS, full English MS
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New « Thriller « Spy Novel

ORIGINALTITLE SENIOR EDITOR OPTION PUBLISHERS
Ishjdrta Jennifer Lindstrom WAPI, Denmark & Finland
PUBLICATION AGENT FILM RIGHTS AND GAMING
{ _ SPRNMONG P OPPATA 2023 Catherine Mork First refusal rights
" n PAGES AVAILABLE MATERIAL
h n N G 468 Swedish MS

King’s Heart (2022)

Hanna Hjerta #2

2019. A Swedish agent at the Office of Special Investigation disappears
without a trace on a mission in the militarized Russian exclave of Kali-
ningrad, before 1946 known as Kénigsberg, on the east coast of the Baltic
Sea. Hanna Hjerta at the Department of Special Circumstances is sent to
try to find the agent or alternatively sweep up the tracks — a mission that
should be easy. But the historical past is casting dark shadows over the
present, and conspiracy and betrayal threaten the region in a way no one
could have predicted. Hanna soon finds herself drawn deep into a fight
between mightier powers and the stakes become very much personal.

NORSTEDTS

- ISmiiiT

Lars Wilderéng (b.1970) is a full-time
author. His great interest in politics
and societal issues shines through in his o . . . .
successful books ranging between the King’s Heart is an action-packed spy/agent novel about international
genres of sci-fic, speculative thrillers and events beyond the headlines.

military techno. Ten of his novels have
been optioned for Film/tv and gaming
rights and his books have so far sold more

than 800 000 copies.
Ice Heart is Wilderdng's twelfth novel D H 2021
and the third in the series about Hanna rone eart
Hijerta. .
T Hanna Hjerta #1
Photo: Kajsa Géransson
2016. The identity of every Swedish Secret service agent has accidentally
been revealed, and for the first time in decades the nation stands without
eyes and ears on the ground. When an unexpected discovery is made
on Gotland, Hanna Hjerta from the Special Forces Command is sent to
the site to partake in the investigation. Intelligence services from across
]: C e H e art the world turn their attention towards Gotland, at the same time as the
international situation becomes increasingly tense.
Hanna H_] erta #3 Drone Heart is an action-packed spy thriller by Lars Wildering, the first
_L 'Zd o in a new series setting off with an event uncomfortably close to reality.
ars LL LLdaeri ﬂﬂg
In alonely and cold Stockholm, Swedish agent Hanna luxury ski resorts of the Alps, Berlin’s nightclubs, and
Hjerta takes a life-changing step. Sweden’s source in the Moscow, to the far north of the Arctic Circle, all awhile
innermost circles of the Kremlin wants to defect and a pandemic spreads around the world.
disappear without atrace before a major war breaks out ‘ . . . o ORIGINAL TITLES SENIOR EDITOR RIGHTS SOLD
in Europe, a daunting task that falls upon the Depart- Ice Heart is the third book in Lars Wildering’s best-sel- Kungshjarta / Dronathjirta Jennifer Lindstrm WAPL Denmark & Finland
ment of Special Investigation at the Swedish military ling thriller series about Hanna Hjerta and the Depart-
intelligence service. But with an icy heart brooding on ment of Special Investigation, and Wildering has once PUBLICATIONS AGENT FILM RIGHTS AND GAMING
revenge, there are also other plans in motion. again succeeded in writing fiction eerily close to our 2022 /2021 Catherine Mork First refusal rights / Sold
dramatic present. A book in the spirit of Ian Fleming
Ice Heart is a riveting, international spy/agent thriller and early Tom Clancy, with a heroine who'll fight hard PAGES AVAILABLE MATERIAL

taking the reader from Sweden via Indonesia, the to defend freedom. 441/325 Swedish MS, English material to come
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Suspence « Historical

Photo: Kajsa Géransson

NORSTEDTS

Victoria Larm (b. 1984) made her debut
in 2022 with The Ninth Circle, the first
instalment in a historical suspense trilogy,
The Plague Mask, which was followed by
A God in Disguise in 2023. The trilogy

is set to become a T'V series, produced by
Nordisk Film.

Larm has studied history and art history
and has previously worked in the fashion
industry. In addition to writing, her
greatest passions are classical music and
chess. Together with her husband she
runs a popular podcast with themes such
as art, literature, science, religion, and

philosophy.

A God in Disguise
The Plague Mask #2
Victoria Larm

It’s 1936 and three years have passed since the wilful and
highly intelligent Livia Siegel left Stockholm, under
circumstances shrouded in mystery and fire. In Venice,
she lives hidden with her son Aron, a child she has res-

cued — or kidnapped — depending on who you ask.

Mikael Kejser, a man who suffered severe injuries
during Livia’s exit in Stockholm, has been informed
that he does not have long to live, and has decided to
spend the little time he has left on revenge. He entrusts
Noel Brakenskold, a young doctor with a dark past and

in desperate need of money, to find Livia and the stolen
child, in exchange for money. But when Noel reaches
Venice, Livia and Aron are nowhere to be found —
instead he finds Henrik Siegel, who is on the run from
a prison sentence in Sweden, and who apparently has
wealthy enemies after him. The promise of an even
bigger reward makes Noel shift his focus.

Meanwhile, Livia and Aron have been abducted and se-
parated from each other. Being told that she will never
see the child again, and fearing all the horrors she once

continues >>

liberated him from, Livia fights desperately for her own
freedom and to save her adopted son. A quest leading her
turther down into the abyss of political depravation and
sadistic violence.

In A God in Disguise, the second part in the historical
suspense Plague Mask trilogy, the reader is invited to a
dark and heartbreaking journey following the Seigel fa-
mily and their dramatic world of death, secrets, betrayal,
and unexpected alliances.

ORIGINALTITLE
Den f6rkliddda guden

SENIOR EDITOR
Hakan Bravinger

RIGHTS SOLD
Gyldendal, Denmark « Gyldendal, Norway

PUBLICATION AGENT FILM RIGHTS
April 2023 Catherine Mork sold

PAGES AVAILABLE MATERIAL

312 Swedish MS, English material to come

The Ninth Circle (2022)

The Plague Mask #1

Stockholm, early 1930s. On Riddarholmen island, Movitz Schlick is hos-
ting a flamboyant party in the aftermath of Ivar Kreuger’s suicide in Paris.
Kreuger, Sweden’s most prominent industrial leader at the time, had
influenced the masses to invest their assets in his global conglomerate,
and had thus kept the effects of the stock market crash in 1929 at bay. But
when his fraudulent scheme was revealed and the empire crashed, many
of his investors lost everything, including Schlick. The party will be his

last in the family palace.

Seventeen-year-old Livia, the only child of the Siegel shipping family,

is also one of those who's lost everything in the Kreuger crash. She’s
snuck into the party, and when a bomb threat creates panic among the
guests, a valuable object disappears from the premises. The object is a
plague doctor’s mask, and what Livia believes to be the key to solving the
mystery of her beloved uncle Henrik’s disappearance years ago. He was

VICTORIA LARM

the one who was supposed to take over the reins of the family company
and could perhaps have saved them from ruin, but he was also the one
who raised her, when her father was too consumed with taking care of her
dying mother. The heist sets a chain of events in motion, and now Livia is

hunted, with dangerous men on her trail.

The Ninth Circle is the first instalment in a historical suspense trilogy
set in Stockholm, Berlin and Venice, with unforgettable characters all
fighting for social and financial survival. Through the decadence and
doom of the era, we follow Livia Siegel’s quest for truth and revenge —
a treacherous path paved with chaos, brutal violence, and death.

ORIGINALTITLE
Den nionde kretsen

SENIOR EDITOR
Hékan Bravinger

RIGHTS SOLD
Gyldendal, Denmark « Gyldendal, Norway

PUBLICATION AGENT FILM RIGHTS
March 2022 Catherine Mork sold

PAGES AVAILABLE MATERIAL

366 Swedish MS, English material to come
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New o Crime Fiction o Thriller

EN GRETA JEIKLER-DECKARE

OESVUARD
LSS

Kamilla Oresvard is a former communi-
cations director and had long harboured
adream ofbecoming a crime writer
before launching her first novel in 2015.
She has since published seven books in
two different crime series.

The Circus Princess (2022) was her first
book at Norstedts and the first book

in the series about anti-heroine Greta
Leikler.

Photo: Anna-Lena Lundqvist

The Illusionist
Greta Leikler #2

Kamilla Oresvir,

In the aftermath of a brutal car crash, a teenage girl
and her parents meet a tragic end, leaving only her
grandfather as a survivor. Amidst his profound grief, a

shattering revelation emerges about the girl’s parentage.

Neither her supposed mother nor father share a biolo-
gical relation with her. Suspicion of a birth mix-up igni-
tes a glimmer of hope within the shattered grandfather
— ahope that his genuine grandchild might still exist,
somewhere beyond reach. He turns to the expertise of
VASA Security, in quest for truth.

The canvas of this chilling narrative unveils a labyrint-
hine web of child trafficking spanning decades, woven
around a mysterious figure known as the Illusionist.
Amidst this intricate tapestry, the resilient circus
princess, Greta Leikler, finds herself once again under
the spotlight of the ring, her return heralded after being
vindicated from past accusations of murder. However,

a compelling proposition from Victoria Adriani, the
relentless head of VASA, lures Greta into an inescapa-
ble pact. To find a missing fragment of her own history,

continues >>

Greta must lend her unique skills to VASA’s hunt for a
figure shrouded in deception.

For Greta, this mission is more than a mere job; it’s an
opportunity to unearth a long-buried secret — the exis-
tence of her own child, believed to have died shortly after
birth. The weight of this concealed burden has haunted
her every step, and the chance for redemption propels
her forward, driving her pursuit of the enigmatic Illusio-
nist. Yet, as layers of the truth are peeled away, the stakes
rise, and the Illusionist is spurred into desperate action,
determined to obliterate all traces of his existence.

As the hunt unfolds, a sinister game of cat-and-mouse
ensues, each revelation demanding absolute attention.
Greta Leikler, the undaunted circus princess at the centre
of the action, captivates readers with her fierce determi-
nation. The intrigue unfolds with unyielding suspense,
where every pulse-pounding page ignites anticipation,
urging you to stay entranced until the very last page.

ORIGINALTITLE SENIOR EDITOR

OPTION PUBLISHERS

Tllusionisten Erika Degard Cicero, Denmark « WAPI, Denmark &
Finland

PUBLICATION AGENT

October 2023 Catherine Mork FILM RIGHTS
available

PAGES AVAILABLE MATERIAL

393 Swedish MS

The Circus Princess (2022)

Greta Leikler #1

Locked behind prison walls, Greta Leikler, a former knife thrower and
trapeze artists, languishes, convicted of the murder of her intended hus-
band. Branded by the media as ‘the Circus Princess’, her once-dazzling
persona now eclipsed by a tragic event: her fiancé, skewered by her own
blades, in their home. Despite the damning evidence, Greta claims her
innocence, and she’s fueled by a relentless desire to get revenge on the

true perpetrator.

Two years later, the unexpected call comes, jolting Police Inspector Bjérn
Carlsson from his routine. Greta Leikler, a name that’s haunted him for
endless hours, has broken free during a prison transfer. The headlines
blaze with her audacious escape, and Carlsson resolves to capture her and

restore his collapsing reputation within the force.

The Circus Princess is the first instalment in Kamilla Oresvird’s spine- RORNEDTS

tingling suspense series about the erratic and wayward Greta Leikler.

ORIGINALTITLE SENIOR EDITOR RIGHTS SOLD

Cirkusprinsessan Erika Degard Cicero, Denmark « WAPIL Denmark &
Finland

PAGES AGENT

360 Catherine Mork FILM RIGHTS
Available

PUBLICATION AVAILABLE MATERIAL

August 2022 Swedish MS, English sample & synopsis
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New o Crime Fiction e Police Procedure

LINDA STAHL

ETT
ENDA

Ay fosfottaren

Linda Stahl works as communications
strategist at a real estate company.

She grew up in Hoéllviken in southern
Sweden, also the setting for her crime
novels, but has lived in Stockholm for the
past twenty years.

The Sinner Shall Awaken, her debut
novel and the first in the series about the
Hoéllviken Police, went straight to Story-
tel’s bestseller list and was also shortlisted
for the Crimetime Debutant Award 2021.

Photo: Kajsa Géransson

A Single Shot

Reub Thelander #3
Linda Stahl

On a misty September morning, tragedy strikes when
the lifeless body of a fifteen-year-old boy is discovered
at a shooting range. Beside him sits his teacher, her
hands stained crimson, clutching the boy’s yellow cap.
Overwhelmed by shock and devastation, she is certain
she inadvertently fired the fatal shot. Yet, a chilling
revelation emerges from forensic analysis — the bullet
did not originate from her weapon.

DCI Reub Thelander and the colleagues at the Vellinge
Police delve into the investigation, but encounter most-
ly elusive responses from the boy’s family and classma-

tes. Within the walls of the Héllviken school, the boy
was a familiar face, yet not a celebrated one. Bullying,
substance abuse, and psychological distress taint the
institution’s reputation, a fact ardently concealed by the
resolute principal. Why did the boy die? Is the answer
to be found in the school’s corridors, or does it dwell
in a more sinister realm? For Reub’s colleague, Estrid
Berg, whose daughter Alice has recently transferred
to the school, the investigation takes a deeply personal
turn. The tendrils of danger creep closer to her own
family, setting the stage for a harrowing climax.

continues >>
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characters and a narrative that reverberates with modern
urgency — a heart-pounding read from start to finish.

In her third crime novel, Linda Stahl presents a gritty,
contemporary snapshot of the school environment. A
Single Shot pulses with unrelenting tension, engaging

ORIGINALTITLE SENIOR EDITOR RIGHTS SOLD

FEtt enda skott Erika Degard Lytteratur, Denmark
PUBLICATION AGENT FILM RIGHTS
August 2023 Catherine Mork available

PAGES AVAILABLE MATERIAL

402 Swedish MS

The Fire Shall Die (2022)
Reub Thelander #2

A parish house, serving as refugee centre and as playgroup space for small

LINDA STAHL

children, burns to the ground. When the fire has subsided, a tragic discove- E % E N \
ry is made among the ashes: the remains of an infant. No one knows where v Hﬁ ;
the child comes from, nor who its parents may be. A few days later a young F ﬁ iy n

)

mother is found murdered on a beach in Héllviken, and the police fear that
it is her baby who died in the fire. But when they reach her house, the baby is
there, alone, but safe from harm. Still, might the two deaths be connected?
The congenial Vellinge police team with DCI Reub Thelander at its helm are
set on cracking the case. The Fire Shall Die is a thrilling page-turner where
hate, revenge and threat are as imminent as the dazzling beauty of the idyllic
Skane.

The Sinner Shall Awaken (2021)
Reub Thelander #1

A 60-year-old housewife disappears without a trace and in broad daylight
from her home in the prosperous coastal town Hollviken. Detective Chief
Inspector Reub Thelander is new at work, and together with colleagues
Estrid Berg and Claes Trygg, begins investigating the case. The team soon
discover that the housewife did not lead the perfect life everyone around her
had pictured. The Sinner Shall Awaken is the first book about Reub The-
lander — a norm-breaking (non-binary) Detective Chief Inspector — and the
investigation team at Vellinge Police Department. Linda Stahl’s crime debut
is a solid page-turner with an intricate plot, a dynamic character gallery and

psychological depth.

Crimetime

| Debutant Award
Shortlisted

ORIGINALTITLES SENIOR EDITOR RIGHTS SOLD

Elden ska falna / Syndaren ska vakna Erika Degard Lytteratur, Denmark
PUBLICATIONS AGENT FILM RIGHTS
2022 /2021 Catherine Mork available
PAGES AVAILABLE MATERIAL
434 /432 Swedish MS, English sample & synopsis /

Swedish MS
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Psychological Suspense

Photo: Kajva

WACTN HEDIN

)lm

Malin Hedin (b.1982) works as a teacher
in Vasteras. She made her debut at the
age of twenty with YA novel Butterfly
Without Wings (2002). Her first novel
for adults, Don't Get Lost, was published
in 2015.

Midsummer Mist is her first suspense
novel.

Midsummer Mist
Malin Hedin

Following an alcohol-fuelled Midsummer’s Eve cele-
bration in 1983, young and carefree single mother Ma-
ria mysteriously goes missing from her cottage in rural
Dalarna. Her disappearance leaves a huge and discon-
certing impact on the small community, where friendly

relationships turn sour amid speculation and suspicion.

Some claim that Maria got fed up with her life, lea-
ving her beloved young daughter behind, but Maria’s
mother Greta refuses to believe the malicious rumours.
Her maternal instincts send her out on a tireless quest
to find her daughter, one where she walks the forests
and roads all day long without eating or resting, in the

meantime forgetting all about her granddaughter. But
perhaps there are people that don’t want her to succeed,
that want the events to be blotted out.

Midsummer Mist is Malin Hedin’s third book, an eerie
psychological thriller about the aftermath of a vanish-
ing. About the secrets and lies that grow in its wake and
about the cost of truth. It also explores the notion of
motherhood — the unconditional love and the inextri-
cable bond, as well as the loss of a child and the longing
to be a parent.

»combines suspense and social realism in an excellent manner
— a most entertaining reads«
BT]

Press voices

“Midsummer Mist is a masterfully crafted and multi-lay-

ered suspense novel. The character descriptions are vivid,

displaying great insight into the human psyche and how
the social heritage shapes the interhuman relations. The
prose has a nice flow, and the atmosphere is beautifully
evoked. The plot moves smoothly between two points

in time fifteen years apart. The novel combines suspense
and social realism in an excellent manner — a most enter-
taining read.” (4/5) BTJ

“Here, too, we go back to the 1980s, which is truly really
lovely. It feels like the pace immediately becomes calmer.
Because here there are neither social media nor google,
mobile phones or computers that can speed up the pace.
No DNA technology or other novelties either. /.../ Mid-
summer Mist is Malin Hedin’s first suspense novel and I
think she succeeds very well.” Smalandsposten

“An atmospheric suspense novel about grief /.../
The pace is slow, environment and time fills the room.
The bright night, the dark forest. Birds chirping outside,
cigarette smoking inside. Just as it starts to feel long-win-
ded, we switch from 1983 t0 1998. The banished Terese
will soon turn eighteen and is about to meet her grand-
parents. New questions and fields of tension arise.
Midsummer Mist is not about suspense, not about
police work, but about grief; loss and ways of trying to
deal with loss.” Barometern

“It starts with a maypole, [the traditional midsummer
song] The Little Frogs and flamboyant midsummer
flowers. Some village in Dalarna that nobody has heard
of and where nothing happens, in the early 1980s. What
could be more quintessentially Swedish? Possibly this: a
woman disappears without a trace, and the idyll suddenly
falls apart. Or was it perhaps not even an idyll to begin
with? Are the villagers as pious as they seem, or has the
picturesque setting been hiding a darkness all along? /.../
[Hedin] is a skilled stylist and the personal portraits are
both finely chiseled and believable /.../ Because actually,
itis not the detective story you remember once you've
put down Midsummer Mist. But rather its characters like
the chastened Greta — Maria’s bitter but dutiful mother
— whose ambivalent attitude towards granddaughter
Terese is brilliantly portrayed. Or scenes like when the
same Terese, fifteen years later in the plot, has grown up
in various foster homes and now takes a walk with her
grandmother at the place where her mother disappeared.
That truly strikes you to the core”

Vestmanlands Lins Tidning

ORIGINALTITLE SENIOR EDITOR

RIGHTS SOLD

Dimdans Elise Karlsson Suhrkamp, Germany
PUBLICATION AGENT FILM RIGHTS

May 2023 Sofia Odsberg Available

PAGES AVAILABLE MATERIAL

399 Swedish MS, English sample & synopsis
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The Omniscient (2022)
Anton Marklund

Social worker Ramona and her husband Peter receive an unexpected visit
from a police officer. They are asked to accompany him to a lake in their
village, without him giving them a proper reason or explanation. But
Ramona already knows; she can visualise the young woman lying dead in
aboat. She doesn’t know who she is. And neither does the police.

The local police are aided by an investigator from Stockholm who soon
learns about Ramona’s unique gift for sensing glimpses of a person’s life.
Due to the lack of leads, Ramona is requested to help the investigation.
But to see who is responsible for the murder of the unidentified woman,
she must reach deeper than she has ever done before. The Omniscient

is the first book about Ramona Lindh — a powerful and eerie suspense
novel about the circumstances and actions that make a person a victim or
a perpetrator.

N
Backlist Highlights « Crime & Suspense

ION MARKLUND

NORSTEOTS!
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ORIGINALTITLE SENIOR EDITOR

Under falkens vingar Elise Karlsson

PUBLICATION AGENT

May 2022 Sofia Odsberg

PAGES AVAILABLE MATERIAL

374 Swedish MS, English sample & synopsis

RIGHTS SOLD
Modtryk, Denmark « btb, Germany
Bonnier Norsk, Norway

FILM RIGHTS
Available

The Secret (2022)
Pegasus #1

Anna Bc‘igsmm

Businessman Petter Larsson is found murdered in his office. His girl-
friend Alex makes the gruesome discovery, and when the initial shock has
subsided, she realises that it’s not only their relationship that has been a
secret — there is much more that Petter has kept hidden. Alex works at

a tax law firm where Petter was a client, and it appears that Alex’s quiet
senior colleague Lydia might know more than she is willing to share.
Alex embarks on a private investigation, leading her to a murder that was
committed close to the Administrative Court of Appeal in Eksjé twenty
years earlier — the same time and the same court where Lydia and Petter
served as court clerks. The Secret is the first book in the series about Alex
Berglund and Lydia Levander, and provides us with insights into the
ruthless world of courts and lawyers, unknown to most.

Hemlighete

ORIGINALTITLE SENIOR EDITOR

Hemligheten Clara Gustafsson
PUBLICATION AGENT

June 2022 Catherine Mork

PAGES AVAILABLE MATERIAL

333 Swedish MS, extensive English synopsis

RIGHTS SOLD
Storytel, Denmark « Storytel, Finland e
Storytel, Iceland

FILM RIGHTS
Available

N
Backlist Highlights « Crime & Suspense

Burn the Land (2022)
Emma Nordlander

After four years in prison, Elin has served her sentence. She returns to
her childhood home in Sméiland to start a new life, and to reunite with
her five-year-old son Axel, who lives there with his grandma, Elin’s
mother, Helena. But Elin isn’t wanted there. Helena reluctantly allows
her to stay, and Elin finds a confidante in her mother’s new boyfriend. He
evokes feelings and memories she thought where long gone. But what are
those memories trying to tell her? Is the danger she senses, both in terms
of herself and her son, real, or just in her head? All awhile the search for
amissing local girl continues, casting shadows of suspicion over the past
and the present.

Burn the Land is suspenseful country noir about courage and having the
bravery to do what is right — even if it means sacrificing everything.

40

EMMA
NORDLANDER

ORIGINALTITLE SENIOR EDITOR

Brann marken Elise Karlsson

PUBLICATION AGENT

November 2022 Catherine Mork

PAGES AVAILABLE MATERIAL

299 Swedish MS, English sample & synopsis

RIGHTS SOLD
All rights available

FILM RIGHTS
Available

Night Prey (2022)

The Jennifer Sundin Series
Jeanette Bergenstav

A young man is hit by a bus on a quiet winter’s night. The shock runs
through the peaceful Gothenburg suburb of Torslanda, and journalist
Jennifer Sundin is sent out by the local paper to report. She starts digging
into the dead man’s past and is horrified by the senseless violence that
seems to be spreading among young people. And when a woman disap-
pears after a night out, Jennifer is drawn into the case and unexpectedly
ends up in the absolute center of the drama.

Night Prey is an intense detective story about the fearless freelance jour-
nalist Jennifer Sundin. It is the standalone sequel to The Only One Who
Knows (2021), which was named one of the best debuts of the year and
received great appraise from readers and reviewers alike.

JEANETTE

BERGENSTAV

EN JENNIFER SUNDIN-DECKARE

ORIGINALTITLE SENIOR EDITOR

Nattrov Clara Gustafsson
PUBLICATION AGENT

October 2022 Sofia Odsberg

PAGES AVAILABLE MATERIAL
504 Swedish MS

RIGHTS SOLD

Minerva, Finland

FILM RIGHTS
Available
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Ruth Kvarnstrom-Jones was born and
raised in the UK, but has lived in Stock-
holm for the past forty years. While
working as a copywriter, Kvarnstrom-
Jones was selected as one of fifteen stu-
dents from around the world by Curtis
Brown Creative for their renowned Novel
Writing Course.

The Phenomenal Women of the Grand
Hotel is her fourth novel and the first
in a historical series called Stockholm
Treasures.

The Phenomenal Women of the Grand Hotel

Stockholm Treasures #1
Ruth Kvarnstrom-fones

1901. Stockholm is a city in flux. While the rich dream
of elaborate buildings and improved sanitation, the
poor dream of fewer rats and feeding their families

on a fair wage. Our story begins on a cold December
night. The Grand Hotel, the perfectly-polished jewel in
Stockholm’s crown that’s aptly located across the water
from King Oscar II's Royal Palace, is waiting to welcome
the first Nobel Laureates to the first Nobel Banquet.
But behind the glittering facade, pressed liveries and
impeccably-cooked grouse, the Grand Hotel’s eminent
Board of Directors harbour a secret: this spectacular
hotel is running out of cash.

Mrs Wilhelmina Skogh, the canny proprietress of a
string of successful hotels along a key Swedish railway
track, believes in hard work, tough discipline and
excellent service. She also believes in flowers, fruit and
vegetables. And in the importance of the Grand Hotel
to Stockholm’s global standing. Feared and revered in
equal measures by her staff, is Mrs Skogh the right wo-
man to get the Grand Hoétel back on its own track?

Ottilia Ekman, Head Waiter at one of Mrs Skogh’s rural
establishments, believes she is. Loyal Ottilia also belie-
ves in looking on the bright side and learning as much

continues >>

as possible about the hotel industry from the very best.

Is there a place for her at the Grand Hotel, too? Younger
sister Torun Ekman believes in all women — and in their
emancipation. Once she’s worked out how to support
Stockholm’s suffrage movement, her lame leg won’t hold
her back. Former foster child and chambermaid Karolina
Nilsson wonders why a mother would abandon her. And
what it might be like to be loved. God forbid she is ever
dismissed. The Grand Hotel is the only place she can

call home. Fellow chambermaids Beda Johansson and
Miarta Eriksson stick up for each other and occasionally
for Karolina. They would love to believe in all women.

If only someone else showed belief in them first. Head
Housekeeper Margareta Andersson does try to believe
in her girls. Belief in herself has been beaten out of her by
the man of her own choosing. Lady-in-waiting Elisabet

Silfverstjerna lost her bed at the Palace when she bore
the King’s child. For the past sixteen years she’s lived at
the Grand Hoétel and is perturbed by the misery in the
city that she sees from her arched window. She also pines
for the daughter His Majesty made her give up. At least
they are now both under the same roof. But as long as the
King lives, that little secret must be safely kept.

Set against the backstairs ongoings in a luxury establish-
ment, these eight women forge friendships. But can they
also make differences to their own lives while serving the
rich and celebrated, and safeguarding the future of the
Grand Hotel?

»The book is just as much an interesting bistory lesson as it is an appealing novel
about life in a finer establishment. Friendship and camaraderie are portrayed
with credibility, in a time when it was not a given for women to be allowed to work
on the same terms as men. /..., The Phenomenal Women of the Grand Hotel suit

all those interested in history as well as feel-good readers. «
BT (4/5)

ORIGINALTITLE SENIOR EDITOR
De fenomenala fruntimren pa Grand Hotel - Christoffer Holst

RIGHTS SOLD
Cicero, Denmark  Varrak, Estonia «
Blanvalet, Germany « Nord, Italy « Lui-

PUBLICATION AGENT tingh-Sijthoff, NL « Aschehoug, Norway «
Sept 2023 Catherine Mork Humanitas, Romania « Penguin Random
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Grada, Slovakia
FILM RIGHTS
Available
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Karin Janson is a journalist and author
and splits her time between an apartment
in Stockholm and the family farm in Da-
larna. Her debut Byvalla became a suc-
cessful audio orginal series on Storytel.

Christmas Along the Northern Lights’
Road is Janson’s fifth novel published by
Printz Publishing and the third in her
appreciated series about the Lingerie Bus.

Photo: Maria Hansson

Christmas Along the Northern Lights’ Road

The Lingerie Bus #3
Karin Ffanson

Winter is approaching and Annie is planning a quiet
December with the odd drive around Dalarna with her
lingerie bus, which has luckily had a heater installed.
But her plans change when her father Hilding’s Christ-
mas card to his sister Elvy is returned with a note saying
that the addressee has moved.

Annie offers to accompany her father to Vinnis, Elvy’s
hometown, to find out if anyone knows where she
might have gone. The traces take them even further

north, all the way to the Torne Valley. While on the
road Annie and Hilding encounter a diverse bunch of
characters: the dog Stinta which Elvy has mysteriously
left behind, an eccentric relative, a yoga commune and a
rivalling lingerie bus.

Annie’s father Hilding is not someone who adores
Christmas, but when they are both given the opportu-
nity to help other people, he begins to understand the
concept of the yuletide season.

continues >>

N

Christmas on Northern Lights Road is the third partin family secrets and about changing the oil when life starts
Karin Janson’s series about Annie and her lingerie bus. A making a rumbling noise.

heartwarming and amusing road movie of a novel, about

ORIGINALTITLE SENIOR EDITOR

Jul langs Norrskensvigen Christoffer Holst
PUBLICATION AGENT

2023 Sofia Odsberg

PAGES AVAILABLE MATERIAL
ca 300 Swedish MS

OPTION PUBLISHER
Storytel, Denmark, Finland & Iceland «
Blanvalet, Germany

FILM RIGHTS
Available

Where All Roads End (2023)
The Lingerie Bus #2

Spring has arrived and it’s time for Annie and her lingerie bus to take to
the road. But before she has even had the chance to set off, a hefty bill
from the garage almost takes the wind out of her sails. New opportunities
arise when Annie gets to rent a campsite on the idyllic island of Faré for
a month. Here she will sell beachwear to tourists and maybe start dating
again. During the summer a simmering conflict from the past is brought
to the surface. And unexpected powerful emotions makes Annie lose her
footing and ask herself the question: how does one move on and start
afresh?

Kar l n Jansen
oagal
le sl

The Queen of the High Road (2022)
The Lingerie Bus #1

44-year-old Annie is facing a life crisis. Having recovered from breast
cancer she is back at work as a home carer, a job she finds both comfor-
table and boring. Her relationship with Marten is also strained, especi-
ally as he has joined a choir with the annoying Carola. But things take a
positive turn when Annie falls madly in love with an old Scania bus from
the 1960s and heads out on the high roads to sell underwear. Over the
next few weeks she goes through a metamorphosis while she forges new
friendships and experiences the breath-taking scenery of the Swedish
countryside. It is time to find out what she wants to do with the rest of
her life. The Queen of the High Road is a charming and offbeat story
about break-ups and courage during a time in life when many choose to
remain complacent.

ORIGINALTITLES SENIOR EDITOR

Dir alla végar tar slut / Landsvigarnas Christoffer Holst
drottning
AGENT
PUBLICATIONS Sofia Odsberg
2023/2022
AVAILABLE MATERIAL
PAGES Swedish MS / Swedish MS, English
301/336 sample & synopsis

RIGHTS SOLD
Storytel, Denmark, Finland & Iceland «
Blanvalet, Germany

FILM RIGHTS
available
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Karin Hérjegard is based in Jimtland, an
alpine region on the border with Norway,
where she lives with her husband, teen-
age daughter and dog. Here she works

as a mountain priest. She has previously
published several historical novels before
turning her attention to feelgood.

In 2018, Hérjegard was awarded Lénstid-
ningen’s cultural prize, and in 2022 she
was awarded Feelgood Novel of the Year,
for A Waffle Hut with a View.

Photo: Rickard Bergstedt

The Seamstress’ Dream of Freedom

The Waffle Hut Series #2
Karin Harjegard

Helenass life has taken a turn for the better, following
her relocation to Hirjedalen after her personal life cras-
hed. Now, she’s making waffles at the cosy waffle hut for
aliving, but she longs for more. This is when she notices
the old yellow house where Hilda — the woman who
previously ran the waffle hut — once lived. The discove-
ry arouses curiosity about Hilda’s life and person.

In the beginning of the 1970s, Hilda and her husband
live on the big farm in Fjillnis, but their marriage is not

ahappy one. The only thing that keeps Hilda afloat is
the waffle making and the encounters with the guests.
But deep inside she harbours a longing to sew.

When a film crew from Stockholm suddenly shows up,
and Hilda gets to know the cast and crew of the pro-
duction, she suddenly find herself at a crossroads. Does
Hilda have the courage to change her life?

continues >>

The Seamstress’ Dream of Freedom is a beautiful feel-
good novel with a tinge of sorrow. It is the freestanding
sequel to Karin Hirjegard’s A Waffle Hut with a View,
which won the title Feelgood Novel of the Year 2022.
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ORIGINALTITLE SENIOR EDITOR

Sommerskan och friheten Christoffer Holst
PUBLICATION AGENT

March 2023 Catherine Mork

PAGES AVAILABLE MATERIAL
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RIGHTS SOLD
Ségur, Ieeland « Kagge, Norway
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Grada, Czech Republic « Cicero, Denmark
« Sitruuna, Finland

FILM RIGHTS
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A Waffle Hut with a View (2022)
The Waffle Hut Series #1

Helena is busy preparing her husband Martin’s birthday dinner when
the phone rings. It is her colleague Pia, who teaches at the same school,
announcing that she’s had an affair with Helena’s husband for the past
two years. The affair is over, but Pia thinks that Helena deserves to know.
Martin’s betrayal hits Helena deeply, and once the school has closed for
the summer holidays, she flees the city for the mountains of Hirjedalen,
where she has managed to borrow a small red log cabin from a retired
colleague, the headstrong Sonja. In the solitude of the cabin, life first
becomes even darker, despite the endless summer nights. Then one day
she finally manages to go for a hike, during which she meets the young
and energetic Louise, who runs a waffle hut in the mountains. They soon
become friends, and Louise manages to persuade Helena to take cold
baths in mountain lakes and find new joys in life.

Helena starts working in the waffle hut and enjoys herself tremendous-
ly. When she was younger, before she became a teacher, she dreamed of
working with food, and she feels a burgeoning hope. But Helena carries a
darkness from her childhood, which she must overcome to become whole
again.

A Waffle Hut with a View is a gripping feelgood novel about grief, cold
baths and new opportunities, all embedded in a magnificent mountain
environment.

of the Year
2022

— Awarded
«n1 Storytel Awards

' HARJERSBest Feelgood
2023

ORIGINALTITLE SENIOR EDITOR

Kallbaderskan bland fjéllen Christoffer Holst
PUBLICATION AGENT

April 2022 Catherine Mork
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“A startling novel of ferocious psy-
chological acumen /.../ A book for
our times.” — Siri Hustvedt

Z .

i S,
chagerman iS eXCGHGHt on hOW our DAGERMAN
motives can be a mystery even to Dol s

NECESSIDADE

ourselves /.../ this searing tale of & o
bereavement and loathing feels all - e
too relevant today” The Guardian

" [
IMPOSSIVEL

DE
SATISFAZER

X

Stig Dagerman
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“Dagerman wrote with beautiful
objectivity. Instead of emotive
phrases, he uses a choice of facts,
like bricks, to construct an emo-
tion” — Graham Greene
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o Philippe Boaques
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Celebrating a Remarkable Authorship

“[Dagerman is] a master of the art of ab-
sence, a master of nuances of that which is

missing and can’t be mentioned.”
— Colm Toibin

“In Wedding Worries,
gﬁg Dagerman’s  existen-
agermﬂn X - )
A llha dos tialist tour de force with
Condenados
= echoes of Faulkner,
a young woman finds a
way to transcend her suffering. A marve-
lous novel!” — David Lagercrantz

Stig DAGERMAN

PRy

— Wt
“With humble gratitude to
Stig Dagerman who, in order
to show us the way, let him-

self be consumed by his own
fire” — JMG Le Clézio

Stig Dagerman

GUBROLL

“German Autumn is one of the
best collections ever written
about the aftermath of war.”

— Henning Mankell
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Stig Dagerman Centennial

The Snake

Fiction, 1945

The Snake is an anti-militaristic story with fear as its main theme, chan-
neling the war-time zeitgeist. Set in neutral Sweden during raging World
War II, Dagerman examines the effects of powerlessness and fear among
a group of young people. “During this century, no other Swedish author
has made such a violent and convincing debut.” Olof Lagercrantz writing
about The Snake, Stig Dagerman’s first novel and breakthrough.

RIGHTS SOLD
Jensen & Dalgaard, Denmark « Denoél, France » Kastaniotis, Greece Iperborea,
Italy » Antigona, Portugal « Nérdica Libros, World Spanish

STIG
DAGERMAN

Island of the Doomed
Fiction, 1946

Using nightmarish imagery, this is an allegory centered on seven
shipwrecked people, doomed to die, each seeking a form of salvationThe
central theme is fear. The language is inspired by Faulkner, and the sym-
bolism by Katka. Dagerman wrote the novel while holed up in August
Strindberg’s writing cabin in Stockholm archipelago. The last sixty pages
were written during one night when Dagerman said he felt like “God was
doing the writing”.

RIGHTS SOLD

Jensen & Dalgaard, Denmark « Eesti Ramat, Estonia » Agone, France « Sexto Piso,
Mexico (world Spanish) « Antigona, Portugal « Limbakh, Russia « Minnesota
University Press, US

German Autumn
Reportage, 194/

German Autumn is Dagerman’s most well-known piece of journalism
written during an assignment to war-ravaged Germany in the fall of
1946. His vivid account of the lives of ordinary Germans attracted much
attention. Rather than blaming the German people for the war’s atroci-
ties, calling them crazed or evil, Dagerman portrayed the human ordina-
riness of the men and women who were scraped by in the ruins of war. To
him, the root of disaster lied in the anonymity of mass-organizations that
obstruct empathy and individual responsibility, qualities without which
the human race is threatened by extinction.

RIGHTS SOLD

Ayiné, Brazil « Peoples, Denmark « Actes Sud, France « Guggolz, Germany »
Kastaniotis, Greece » Persimmon, Israel « Iperborea, Italy « Arneberg, Norway «
Czarne, Poland » Antigona, Portugal « Limbakh, Russia « Mali vrt, Serbia «

N Press, Slovakia « Pepitas, World Spanish « Minnesota University Press, US
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Celebrating a Remarkable Authorship

The Games of Night

Short stories & fragments, 1942-1958

The Games of the Night is an invaluable collection of Stig Dagerman’s
continuously popular short prose writings. The first part of this new edi-
tion consists of the seventeen short stories of the collection with the same
name that the author himself put together in 1947. Also included here
are stories that were never published in book format during Dagerman’s
life, as well as prose fragments that were drafts for larger, never comple-
ted book projects. Here one can also find Our Need of Consolation is
Insatiable, one of Dagerman’s most cherished poetic texts.

RIGHTS SOLD (SHORT STORY COLLECTIONS AND SINGLES)

Maizar, Arabic e Ayiné, Brazil « Avangard, Bulgaria (exp) « Hvratsko filolosko,
Croatia (exp)  Parian, Farsi « Maurice Nadeau / Agone / Denoél / Actes Sud,
France « Iperborea, Italy « Koppernik, NL « Publizm, Norway « Wielka, Poland
Vasco Santos, World Portuguese « Noérdica / Pepitas, World Spanish « Godine, US
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A Burnt Child /

A Moth to a Flame
Fiction, 1948

A young man experiences inner turmoil and rage following the death
of his mother. He falls in love with his father’s mistress, and they start
an illicit relation. Dagerman conceived the story while struggling with
ajournalistic assignment in France. He wrote the novel, he said “isola-
ting himselfin a locked room in a sleepy French village with a continent
between the author and those he had betrayed.”

RIGHTS SOLD

Jensen & Dalgaard, Denmark « Gallimard, France « Iperborea, Italy « Poznanskie,
Poland » Antigona, Portugal « Nérdica Libros, World Spanish « Penguin Random
House, UK « Minnesota University Press, US

Wedding Worries
Fiction, 1949

Wedding Worries takes place on a small Swedish farm over the course

of 24 hours. The young farmer’s daughter Hildur is about to marry the
significantly older butcher Westlund. And so the drama unfolds: an
unknown person knocks on the bride’s window, she receives an anony-
mous letter, a sick drifter arrives as an uninvited guest. Secrets arise to the
surface, and the present is suddenly affected by actions of the past. The
novel comes to a climax with the portrayal of the many events during the

wedding night.

RIGHTS SOLD
Eesti Ramat, Estonia « Maurice Nadeau, France « Eichborn, Germany « Kopper-
nik, NL « Antigona, Portugal « Godine, US
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Stig Dagerman
& Anita Bjork
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Lo Dagerman

Lo Dagerman has lived and worked in
the USA for 30 years. As the daughter of
Stig Dagerman and actress Anita Bjork,
Lo has devoted a significant part of her
life to making Stig’s legacy better known
in the world.

She runs the English website dedicated
to his works and has produced two short
films together with her son, director Dan
Levy Dagerman.

Heaven 1s Near

Stig Dagerman & Anita Bjork: Their Artistry, Life Struggle and Love

Lo Dagerman

When Stig Dagerman and actress Anita Bjork came to-

gether in 1950, they were both 28 years old and famous.

He was an established writer known for his novels and
journalism, most notably his groundbreaking report
German Autumn. She was a stage and film star on the
rise, soon sought out by Hollywood. What was less
well-known was that he was already struggling with
writer’s block. In 1951, Stig and Anita had a love child,
but only in 1953 were they able to marry. At that time,
she had risen to international stardom, while literary
Sweden was still waiting for Dagerman’s next novel.

He promised, it was on its way. Anita’s simple wedding
band was inscribed with the words “Heaven is near”.

A year later, Swedes were stunned to learn that Stig
Dagerman had been found dead by suicide.

Lo Dagerman, their daughter, was for a long time
hesitant to probe the details of her parents’ relations-
hip. There was the obvious trauma, but she was also
anxious not to feed the hunger for juicy private details.
How could she present the story in a way that would be
respectful and maintain her parents’ integrity?

continues >>

She scoured personal notes, letters, diaries, interviews
and whatever else she could put her hands on, to bring
out their voices. With a light touch she pieced the story
together, occasionally injecting her own reflections. In
her book she explores what follows in the wake of Stig’s
suicide. What happens to his life’s work? What happens
to Anita: her grief, her need for artistic expression and
the challenges she faces as an aging actress? Heaven Is
Near is not only the story of two creative souls in a rela-

tionship, but cuts to the core of the creative process itself:
How do artists who are stuck get unstuck?

Stig Dagerman (1923-1954) and Anita Bjork (1923-
2012) — who both have made a strong mark on Swedish
culture and beyond — celebrate their centennial in 2023.
Heaven Is Near is Stig and Anita’s, and their daughter’s
story about their creative process, life’s challenges and
love.

»In her well-written and engaging account, she tells how two artistically gifted, sensitive
people meet, fall in love and have a few turbulent years together with travels, friends, hard

work, writer’s block, suicidal thoughts, money worries and love happiness. «
BTJ (4/5)

From the Swedish MS

Det dr varvinter och repetitionerna ar i full gang pa
Kungliga Dramatiska Teatern, teaterpalatset i Stock-
holm, nationalscenen for det talade spraket. Anita Bjork
och Stig Dagerman springer stdndigt om varandra i
korridorer, trappor och lunchrum. Hon 4r en av teaterns
manga unga flickor som dnnu inte nimnvart utmarke sig.
Han dr redan ett forfattarnamn, och det ryktas att Stig,
inte 24 ar fyllda dn, kommer att bli den yngste dramati-
kern nagonsin att spelas pa Dramaten.

De ir jimngamla och det finns sikert ingenstans de
hellre vill vara — han som debuterande pjasforfattare, hon
som nyklickt skadespelare. Hir genljuder viggarna av
klassiska réster och uppsattningar fran forr. Hir befinner
de sig sida vid sida med levande legender, som skadespe-
larna Lars Hanson och Tora Teje. Hir verkar stora konst-
nirer, och inte fi av dem har vandrat ut i virlden och nitt
berémmelse. Olof Molander, mésterregissoren i det dldre
gardet, haller hov, men nista generation — representerad
av Alf Sjoberg — ar hungrig pa nya idéer inom teatern
och finns redan pa plats. Mellan halv elva och tre vibrerar
teaterpalatset av nyskapande. Ute blaser det fortfarande
ratt, men inne pa husets scener repeterar man med hetta.

Alf Sjoberg haller till pa Lilla scenen — ocksa kallad
Studion eller Experimentscenen. I nirheten sitter Stig.
De repeterar Den dédsdémde, som Stig skrivit under tre
intensiva nattsittningar. /.../

Under repetitionstiden publicerar Expressen Stigs
artiklar fran efterkrigstidens Tyskland. Tidningen hade
gjort en chansning med honom for att han var en ny rost,
en kind antifascist gift med en tysk flykting, och f6r att

han talade spraket perfekt. Och efter knappa tva mana-
ders resa, kors och tvirs i detta efter kriget hatade land,
rapporterar han enligt Dagens Nyheter: "gripande och
intrangande frimst genom diktarens intensitet, blick for
de enskilda manniskorna och formaga att ge stimningar
utan att bli sentimental eller patetisk”.

Stig dr den unge diktaren for vilken allt stimmer.

Tva ar tidigare hade han debuterat med romanen
Ormen. Framgangen har av férfattaren och kritikern
Olof Lagercrantz beskrivits som "huggormssnabb”.
Stigs redaktionsvinner pa tidningen Arbetaren jublade:
"Dagarna som foljde var en enda yra; detta var ju boken
vivantat pa.”

Stig ar del av det unga litterira Sverige som kallas
fyrtiotalismen och som samlas kring den syndikalistiska
dagstidningens redaktion. Dess medlemmar ar politiskt
pessimistiska, i betydelsen att de i andra vérldskrigets
spar plagas av desillusion, angest och vanmakt. Man
influeras starkt av fransk existentialism och tror pa en
socialism som virnar om den enskilda minniskans fri-
och réttigheter. Som skribenter vill man experimentera,
inspirerade av foregangare som Joyce, Katka och Faulk-
ner.

Efter framgangen med Ormen limnade Stig sin post
som kulturredaktér pa Arbetaren for att forfatta pa hel-
tid. Stédd av ett kontrakt med Norstedts f6rlag hade han
aret ddrpa, i inspirerat rus, forfattat romanen De démdas
6. Han och vinnen Lars Ahlin ses nu som fyrtiotalister-
nas mest lovande forfattare.
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